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I wave lately i four cases of 
in your and widely circulating 
periodical. Each of them was ushered into 
notice, with a few supplementary remarks. 
These were intended to prepare the way for 


what I have to communicate on the subject 
of spasmodic diseases, and more especially 
to establish the peramount i 


influence of the 


attention to the new lights which have lately 
illumined the medical horizon in this depart- 
ment, to employ many words to convince 
the faculty, that this order of nerves has 
been too much overlooked in our physivlogi- 
cal researches. So far from being reduced 
to discharge the inferior and subordinate 
offices usually assigned to them, we may 
with truth aver, that the most important and 
complicated are under their immediate con- 
trol and ment. The extensive range, 
or rather ubiquity of the spinal nerves, is 
well known to anatomists. Even the hard- 
est bones offer no insu e resistance, 
because we can not only trace them into 
that structure, but perceive, that whenever 


they are hurt, pain, tenderness, and inflam- | the 


mation ensue, from which it is manifest 
that nerves are spread through them. But 
if nerves are found in the most solid and 

pact subst , their is easily 
detected in soft and Seer poe. Since, 
then, all our functions, whether we be in the 
enjoyment of sound health, or afflicted with 
illness, are dependent upon the nervous sys- 
tem, it is, in fact, the t regulator of 
life. While it remains in good order, the 
corporeal functions are duly exercised. 
When it languishes, the body suffers; and 
when it fails, death ensues. We must, 
therefore, look to the nervous power alone 
for the seat of disease, and for the opera- 
tion of all remedies. Whatever may be 
the exciting cause, or however various the 


No. 300, 


symptoms, are both traceable to this all- 
organ, After the morbid actions 

ave subsisted enough to produce 
stractural changes, complaint assumes a 
new character, and requires different treat- 
ment. The former state is exclusively me- 
dical, and the latter as entirely i 
This is the only proper subdivision of the 
and in a science too ex- 
tensive for the grasp of any human mind, it 
would conduce to the interests of the sick, 
and advantage of medical , to 
serve the distinction inviolable. Wi 
introductory remarks, I return to the fur- 
ther consideration of 


The pathology of this distressing com- 


after gaint is encompassed with extraordinary 


ifficulties, because all our inquiries into 
the physical properties of living matter, are 
of necessity limited in their scope. While 
the actions are obvious to the senses, the 
moving power is unseen and often inscruta- 
ble. The finest instruments, and most pow- 
erful lenses, are insufficient auxiliaries, 
Hence our researches are necessarily im- 
perfect and discordant. Still, although we 
may be unable to remove the veil, and unfold 
the mysteries of animated nature, we can 
make ap hes, and establish some fun- 
damental truths for our guidance and direc- 
tion. 


There is an established principle of the 
nervous system, which will help us to lessen 
the obscurity of chorea, and to account for 
remote se ion between the seat of 
primary irritation, and the muscular spasms, 
which constitute, perhaps, its most embar- 
rassing feature. This principle actuates the 
whole series of organs engaged in a common 
function, and is, more especially, observed 
at its extreme points. In whatever part of 
the “chain the morbid action commences, 
the chief suffering is in the extremities, [ 
have several times noticed this law of the 
animal economy, when treating of the symp- 
toms in particular cases. 

We see a foundation laid in the anatomi- 
cal structure of the nervous fabric, for an in- 
timate communication between the most 
remote parts, though we may not be able to 
trace the particular course by which the im- 
pulse is conveyed, or to disentangle it from 
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others with which it is inseparably con- 
nected. I have already drawn largely upon 
this principle, and shall take occasion to re- 
fer to it again and again, in prosecuting the 
subject of defertit 
istory of s@lige inkle- 
criminately upon the youth of both sexes, 
usually between the tenth and fourteenth 
year, and harasses them with convulsive 
motions ; they are partly velantany and are 
nerally conkined to one side of th 
splaying themselves in ridiculous gesticu- 


lations of the arms and hauds, as well as in| usually occupies a 


e body, | 


DR. HARRISON ON THE CAUSES 


the mind. With boys, the tone and moduls- 
tion of the voice undergo an extraordin 

change. A down covers the chia, whi 

becomes at length a thick and bristly beard. 
‘The personal form Mor® fobust. In girls 
the mamma énlargé, and the menses burst 
forth. In both sexes, the pudenda are clothed 
with hair; the propensities are’ no longer 
the same; the amusements of the child 
cease to please the youth ; other employ- 
ments and pursuits are substituted for them. 
‘The full development of the genital organs 
les of years. e 


the patient, father draggity than lifting up! testes in men, and ovaria in females, gra- 


one of his feet in walking. The mental 
favtilties are cevasiounlly affected in a 
t degree. 
idynosis.— The mascular exhibitions in 
chorea are conspicuots and apparent at the 
first glanéde. The absence of fever, of coma, 
of deliritm, and of museular debility, will 
always show the teal character of the malady, 
and ‘prevent our confounding it with pri- 
mitty affections of the brain. We must 
carefully distinguish it from the convulsive 
agitations of the head in old people, from 
the tremors which follow certain complaints 
of the brain, and such as proceed from et- 


cess ih venery. Nor must it be mistaken 
for the tremulous motions of dram-dinkers, 
or workers in lead, and mercury. 

The circumstances most favourable to the 
display of chorea, are infancy, the female 


sex, a delicate and irritable frame, also an 
hereditaty or acquired predisposition to 
“spasmodic emotions, 

The oc: asional causes are, 1st. Such as 
act apon the seusorium commane. Of these 
a sudden fright is one of the most common. 
Gusts of passion will frequently induce it ; 
as do great disappointments, jealousy, &e. 
Impressions thus made upon the brain, hav- 
ing been conveyed along the medulla ob- 
longata to the spinel chord, rouse certain 
nervous trunks, and throw their particular 
muscles, ito those extraordinary gesticula- 
tions, which are characteristic of chorea. 

Such act upon the minute ner- 
vous expansions. Among these may be 
enumerated derangements in the stomach 

and bowels, excess id venereal enjoyments, 
the odious vice of masturpation. intestinal 
wortns likewise occasion it, and, according 
to some, the itritation of teething. Chorea 
is als the sequel of many disorders, parti- 
culorly epilepsy and hysteria. In addition 
‘to the causes already mentioned, we ought, 
T think, to include a new stimulus formed in 
the generative orgavs. At a age, 
varying considetabiy in diff-rent individuals 
and couutries, & striking alteration com- 
mences in both sexes, which employs seve- 
ral years to com; lete its entire wuturatron. 
This chanye is distinguished by obvious 
bodily signs, as well as in the disposition of 


| 


dually inorease, and, at a & period of 
expansion, become capable of forming a pe- 
culiar fluid. This secretion, so nec 

to the continuation of the species, produces 
very important effects upon the individuals 
who furnish it. Several complaints 
pear under its influence, and othérs are 
stituted. In delicate habits, nervous dis- 
eases often commence at this period, being 
roused into action by the frritacion of a new 
éxeitant. After the constitution is fully 


displayed, and the babit has been sometime 


accustomed té the impulse, its herves are 
rendered less sensitive, and the diseases so 
produced gradually disappear. Of there, 
chorea i8 ove of the most common abd re- 
matkable. It is évident, from many cir- 
cumstances, that the evolution of the geni- 
tals, aud formation of an irritation, 
operate powerfully upon the nervous fibrils. 
¢ impressions the nervous 
fibrils, from this and other causes, being 
catried to the = chord, and from it, along 
other nervous branches, to particular mus- 
cles, they are forced to display thosé spas- 
modie actions which we denominate chorea. 
3dty. Besides impressions directed to the 
brain, and netvous e sions, it would 
seem, that another set of exciting causes, 
acting directly upon the spinal chord, or its 
nervous trunks in the lum i 
sionally produces chotea. 
third cases are examples of this disease in 
its perfect form, In both, the chorea mani- 
fested its dependence epon the &pinal co- 
lumn. However long the first patient re- 
posed upon a flat surface, she continued 
well, but after she had remained upright 
only afew hours, the chorea returoed with 
unabated severity. The anxious mother 
was so fully convinced of its connexion with 
the back, that she expected to remove the 
predisposition by lengthened recumbency. 
After she had made the trial, and been dis- 
appointed in her expectations, she bad re- 
course to my assistance. As a prof of the 
correctness of her opinion, the vertebre 
were no sooner replaced than the chorea 
entirely disappeared, and hus never returned, 
In the other instance, its relation to the 
spinal chord was equally striking ; the chorea 
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“had torménted the delicate sufferer for such 
a short period before suppuration was esta- 
blished, that we must, I think, impute its 
origin to the inflammatory action of some 
tissue within the lumbar theca, or sacrum. 
The phlogistie diethesis irritating the spinal 
» produced all the distressing symp- 
toms under which she laboured, till the pus 
burst through one of the sacral holes :* 
she was then speedily and effectually re- 
lieved from all her severe afilictions, That 
the chorea really proceeded from confined 
us, does not, | think, admit of any doubt, 
the enclosed fiuid was scarcely eva- 
cuated, before the disease left her, and con- 
valescence became appareat. The sudden- 
ness of the transition leads to a conviction 
of the cause, and justifies the opinion I have 
‘embraced. Could no further evidence be 
adduced in favour of the above doctrine, I 
think these two cases fully warrant the con- 
clusion, that irritations applied directly to 
the spinal chord and nervous trunks in the 
foramina vertibraram will, ne excitants 
operatin the brain and minute ner- 
vous fibrils. sometimes produce genuine 
chorea. 

Prorimate Cause—Whatever may be 
the primary or exciting cause of chores, 
the altered function, the morbid lesion, or 
proximate cause, is always fixed in the spinal 
chord, or organ of motion, In this sub- 
stance, all the remote causes meet, and from 
it the symptoms proceed. 

A careful observance of the laws of the 
living frame is not only necessary in chorea, 
but is far superior to the most finished dis- 
sections, valuable as they undoubtedly are 
in many respects. They show us, among 
other things, how variously we are affected, 
and how much we are capable of enduring. 
Further we cannot advance, because, in 
every attempt to trace a regular connexion 
‘between symptoms and appearances after 
death, many links remain concealed, which 
our limited faculties are unable to discern, 
‘For example, dissection has bitherto reflect- 
“ed no light upon the essence of fever, though 
it coustitutes the chief part of so many dis- 
eases, and has occupied the attention of 
‘physicians from the most remote periods to 
the present time. Nor has it led us to a 
better acquaintance with the nature of erup- 
tive complaints, of contagions, or of the iu- 
-numerabile ailmeuts to which human beings 
are exposed. It has only taught us to dis- 


* Ie reply to my inquiries, | seceived 
the followiag answer, 1 cannot venture, at 
the distance of twelve years, to fix posi- 
tively upon the exact spoi out of which the 


_pus was dischurged. According to the best 
of my recollection, it came through the sa 
crum fiom one of iis foramina, situated on 


tinguish with more certainty the seat of dis- 
eases, as well as to understand the ravages 
committed upon the frame, and the altera- 
tions of structure produced by particular 
complaints. ‘This is the chief of what we 
have learned by dissections, and the know- 
ledge thus acquired is of such limited use, 
that no curative indications can be safely 
drawn from them alone ; nor can we, wholly 
ignorant as we are of the composition of the 
nervous energy in a state of health, presume 
to point out the alterations whieh it under- 
goes, or the functional changes which take 
place during the choroid manifestations. 
Inasmuch, then, as we can neither disco- 
ver the proximate cause of any complaiat, 
by the most atteative dissection, nor pene- 


| trate into the laboratory of the nerves, or 
| bring the fabricated material under review, 


we must be content to siudy the laws of 
animated nature, and regulate its aberra- 
tions by reiterated experience aud atteative 
observation. 

The indications of cure are, 1st. To sub- 
due the phlogistic diathesis, if it be present. 
We learn from the third case, that inflam- 
matory action is sometimes the exciting 
cause, When it occurs, it must be com- 
bated with the general and local remedies 
usually employed Jor that purpose. 

2dly. To remove particular irritations. 
In order to give full effect to this indica- 
tion, we should endeavour to discover the 
exciting cause, and the exact spot where it 
is situated, and upon which it chiefly ope- 
rates. Having gained this double informa- 
tion, we must proceed accordingly. Mental 
causes are to be overcome by suitable treat- 
ment and corporeal irritants, require their 
appropriate remedies. The various means 
best calculated to effect these different pur- 
poses will occur to practitioners, us the ex- 
amples present themselves. 

3dly. To obviate particular symptoms. 
Besides the medicines above recommended, 
the state of the intestinal canal should be 
carefully regulated through the whole dis- 
ease, All lodgements must be prevented, 
and excrementitious matters removed as 
they are formed. This precaution is more 
especially necessary when the disorder is 
situated in the bowels, the generative mem- 
bers, or other contiguous organs. I have, 
on many occasions, found the happiest ef- 
fects toarise from the soothing influence of 
the warm bath, after other expedients had 
failed. It is to be repeated every second or 
third day, for a few minutes at a ime, and 
of the temperature most agreeable to the 
patient. 

In delicate or relaxed constitutions, I 
have known the bark and cold bath produce 
the Lest consequences ; these, with change 


the right side.” 


of air and of temperature, often effect a cure, 
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when other remedies have been tried and 
proved inefficacious. 

Having, for the present, concluded my 
observations on ehorea and puerperal con- 
vulsions, 1 think I am warranted in main- 
taining, that the spinal chord and nerves 
possess a greater range of inherent facul- 
ties than has hitherto been assigned to them. 
Whoever will give himself the trouble to 
examine into the truth of my several cases 
published in your Journal, (and especially in 
my “ Essay on Spinal Diseases,”) must, as 
it appears to me, arrive at the same conclu- 
sion. It is quite apparent, from anatomy 
and multiplied experience, that the volun- 
tary muscles are entirely, and all other parts 
of the body ina great measure, under the 
direction and management of the spinal ap- 
paratus. But if we are once led to admit 
that the seat of chorea and of puerperal con- 
vulsions is in this organ, we may find, on 
—— the inquiry, that other convulsive 

i rs referred to the brain, are really 
affections of the spinal column. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


ATROPHY OF THE RIGHT HEMISPHERE OF 
THE BRAIN. 


Pierre V., etat. 29, and of middle sta- 
ture, who had been for seven years in the 
Hospice de Bicétre, on account of incom- 
plete hemiplegia of the left side, which was 
either congenital, or had come on during 
his infancy, a point which could not be 
ascertained, died there in Feb. 1828, of pul- 
monary pthisis. There was nothing un- 
usual in the course of the disease, and the 
intellectual faculties were uninjured till 
within a few minutes of his dissolution. On 
examination of the body, (which was much 
emaciated, so that the left leg and arm, 
which had been ic, were of the same 
size as the right,) the lungs were found full 
of tubercles and vomice, and there was hy- 
pertrophy of the right side of the heart, and 
enlargement of the liver. The bones of the 
skull had their usual thickness and conforma- 
tion; on opening the dura mater, a very 
large quantity of serum escaped, and, on 
further examination, was fi to have oc- 
cupied the situation of the right hemis- 
phere, all that existed of which was a very 
thin ‘ayer of greyish pulpy tissue, totally 
unlike the natural structure of the brain ; 
the corpus striatum, thalamus opticus, cor- 
pora quadrigemina, optic and olfactory 
nerves, and co olivaria and pyramidalia 
of the right side, were all much smaller 
than on the left, the two first so hard, as to 
offer some resistance to the scalpel, and 


much altered in structure ; the other side 
the cerebrum, and the whole of the cere- 
bellum, were healthy. The spinal chord 
was not examined, favt of the cranium 
being equally developed on both sides, 
renders it probable that the disease was not 
congenital ; and it is very remarkable, that 
notwithstanding the condition of the brain 
afore described, the ~y 
with both eyes, had some degree 
muscular power on the paralysed side.— 
Journ. de Physiologie. 


TREATMENT OF LATERAL CURVATURE OF 
THE SPINE. 


A French writer, Dr. Verniére, in a short 


this me 
where an soreness cure is produced, causes 
such a relaxation of the ligaments, and 
weakening of the muscles, that the curvature 
quickly returns, when the patient begins to 
stand and walk ; he therefore proposes a new 
method of treatment, viz. that of making the 
patient remain, for the greater part of the day, 
upon the hands and knees, moving about as 
much as possible ; he admits that this will, at 
first, appear absurd and ridiculous, but main- 
tains, though his theory is as yet unsupport- 
ed by experience, that the weight being com- 
pletely taken off the spine, and the muscles 
of the hack being exercised, both in loco- 
motion, and in supporting the head, while 
the general health is not injured, as it must 
necegsarily be, by a continued recumbent 
posture, thata t cure is more likel 

to be mehanal by this method than by io 
other that has hitherto been employed or 


owever absurd this method 
at first sight, there is certainly Pr: jection 
in Dr. Verniére’s remarks, and the experi 
ment is well worth trying, though we 
whether it would be possible to induce any 
person, especially! an adult, to remain in 
such a posture for the requisite period. 


TREATMENT OF RANULA BY SETON, 


The above remedy has been lately em- 
ed in this troublesome affection by 

. Langier, not with the object of exciti 
inflammation of the sides of the cyst, but of 
producing two’ permanent which 
might give free passage to the saliva, and 
thus induce its contraction, The seton, a 
a silk cord, a line in diameter, was in- 
troduced with little pain to the patient, and 
having been loosely tied under the tongue, 
was worn without causing the least incon- 
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r treatise lately published on this subject, 
@ | strongly reprehends the orthopedic plan, 
° lat present so much in vogue in France 
| and Germany, which consists in Keeping 
| the patient lying on an inclined plane, 
making permanent extension of the spine : 
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its 
removed by the patient, who considered 
himself cured. Six weeks afterwards the 
fistulous openings were not in the least con- 
tracted, nor was there any return of the tu- 
mour. Hebdomad, 


INJECTION OF WATER IN VESICAL 
CATARRH, 
M. Civiale having observed that several 
affected with calculus, and with a 
glairy mucous discharge from the bladder, 
and on whom he performed the operation of 
lithotrity, were greatly relieved of the latter 
complaint some time before the calculus was 
completely removed, that the im- 
provement was produced by the injection of 
warm water, which necessaril 


and the temperature of the injected fluid 
was gradually diminished, so that after a 
few days cold water was employed ; at the 
same time the patient used the cold hip- 
bath occasionally, and took as much exer- 
cise as ible, attention being paid to the 
state of the bowels, &c. This treatment is, 
however, only applicable to the atonic ca- 
tarrh of old persons, and not to that pro- 
duced by inflammation of the mucous lining 
of the bladder, which is, indeed, generally 
ore much more easily managed.— 


EXTERNAL USE OF PHOSPHORUS. 

M. Paillard has obtained very favourable 
results from the external application of 
phosphorus in all those cases which require 
a powerful irritation of the skin, which it 
seems to produce even ina higher degree 
than moxa, A small piece of phosphorus, 
of the size of a lentil-seed, being placed on 
the skin, is set fire to; the burning causes 
considerable pain, and is followed by much 
more intense inflammation than the applica- 
tion of the moxa, This method M., Paillard 
asserts to have been successful in several 
cases of asthenic ulcers, chronic bronchitis, 
rheumatism, and several other inveterate 
diseases of an asthenic character, in which 
the use of a great many other very powerful 
stimulants had been resorted to without 
any effect.— Nouv. Bibl. 


HYDROPHOBIA. 


CATARRH.—PHOSPHORUS.—HYDROPHOBIA. 


tise on the above disease, which he has very 
frequently observed; we extract some of 
the interesting data. 

@ post-mortem examination of persons 
who died of the disease in question, gives no 
satisfactory results as to its real nature ; in 
most cases, the brain and spinal chord were 
injected, and the cerebellum inflamed and 
softened ; in those cases, where morbid irri- 
tation of the genitals had been observed as 
one of the principal symptoms during life, 
the latter organ often exhibited no morbid 
alteration whatever. The heart was mostly 
softened, and much distended with blood ; 
the aorta of a pink colour, and its internal 
coat injected ; the lungs were full of blood, 
but not diseased, though sometimes emphy- 
sematous. In the throat, pharynx, esopha- 
gus, and intestinal canal, traces of inflamma- 
tion were almost constantly found. The 
cicatrix, from the bite, was mostly of a livid 
colour, and covered with a scab. Dr. Meniére 
never found it open at the time when the 
rsa broke out. He — observed in 
the dead bodies the particular tendency to- 
wards putrefaction, which has, by many 
authors, been observed as very striking. In 
one instance, where, besides an ap i 
general treatment, the wound immediately 
after its infliction was treated by the actual 
cautery, a fatal termination notwithstanding 
ensued. In most cases, the wound was 
very small; and, in some 
peared impossible that any saliva 
have been carried into it, the teeth of the 
animal having penetrated through several 
folds of the dress. In most instances, hy- 
drophobia broke out within two or three 
weeks after the infliction of the bite ; its in- 
tensity appeared to bear no relation to the 
extent of the interval. In females, it never 
attained to such a violence as in males. 

In general, the recurrence of the disease 
is very rapid, and hardly ever lasts more 
than twenty-four hours after the first 
pearance of the characteristic signs. 

recursory symptoms exist for a much 
onger time, and consist in great depression 
of spirits, restlessness, pain in the limbs and 
along the spine, headach, loss of appetite, 
renewed pain in the wound, and frightful 
dreams, in which, not infrequently, dogs 
are heard or seen. Most of the patients 
complain also of sore throat, and some diffi- 
culty of swallowing, without any visible 
sign of inflammation ; in others, there is an 
excessive desire for sexual intercourse. The 
first attack of hydrophobia always takes 
place after some strong impression on the 
mind; Dr. Meniére observed it, in some in- 
stances, after sudden exposure to draught ; 
in some cases only, the dread of water was 
found to increase the intensity of the fits; 
in others, fluids were beheld and drunk 
without any difficulty or reluctance, 


. Dr. Meniére has lately published 9 trea- 
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venience for nineteen days, at the end of 
which time, as it produced some degree of Pi 
pein particularly during mastication, pro- | a 

ly from the collapse of the cyst, and the H 
each operation (‘* séance”); and having | 
employed it in a number of other cases 4 
where no calculus existed, succeeded in al- 
most all of them in completely removing | 
the discharge, and restoring the bladder to 
its natural tone, The urine was evacuated 
by the catheter previous to each injection, 
| 
| 
| 
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MACARTNEY’S EVIDENCE 


EXAMINATION OF 


DR. MACARTNEY’S EVIDENCE, 


Before the Anatimical Committee of the 
House of Commons, 


Ir the title of this should est 
the question, why, wher mire cheer 
months’ sepulture, we should exlhume the 
present subject from oblivion for dissection, 
we must reply by « truism, that it is never 
too late to correct error, and that its refu- 
tation is never more necessary than when 
nmsked in the apparel of argument, and 
reeommended by the authority of an esta- 
blished name. To us the performance of 
this duty is the more conscientiously obli- 
gat and painfally difficult, having, on 
dency of arinteflect by which falsehood has 
been arrayed in all the attributes of truth, 
and tee with edmiration, the pre- 
sence of liberality in a mind in which this 
quality appears equivocal. Of the advan- 
tages with which these concessions have 
furnished their object, he is heartily wel- 
come to the use ; he may turn them against 
us if be will, but the subsequent pages will 
show, that he needs more assistance than 
he can derive ftom our seeming inconsis- 
tency and ble mistakes. 

The evidence which prompted these ex- 
planatory remarks, is characterised by opi- 
nions as ingenious in — as they are 
mischievous in design. ere is scarcely 
an economical principle, considered essen- 
tia] to the interests of science and of the 
profession, at the root of which these opi-‘ 
nions do not strike, and which they wonld 
not eventually overturn were they carried 
into execution. What renders t still 
more offensively noxious is, their obvious 
origin in motives of unmixed and unblush- 
ing selfishness. Out of a public question, 
their author manufactures 1 scheme of pri- 
vate profit, merging every consideration of 
general good in the one great and absorbing 
aan of individual aggrandisement. 

ot a single int ory is put to him 
which he does not, by ingenuity of response, 
render subservient to the advancement of 
his views. The data and deductions on 
which this’ egotistical theory of gnin is 
founded, are singularly bold, and peculiar to 
Dr. Macartney. Scarcity of subjects, ac- 
cording to him, is produced by a superabun- 
dance of private teachers; multiplicity of 
private teachers by imperfect examinations ; 
and inadequacy of examination the ab- 
sence of a regulation in the code of the cor- 
porate bodirs requiring tests for tition, dis- 
tinct from those granted for practice. Hence, 
it follows from these positions, that, to make 


sub plenty, ¢ teachers should be 
p this surplus popula- 
tion of private teachers within the bounds 
4 Malthus and numerical expediency, they 
ould undergo aten years’ preparation, @ 
more strict into their 
and if found fit to communicate instruction, 
then receive a licence for that purpose from 
one of the ** constituted au ties !"— 
‘These, however, are but the leading features 
of the plan; in its: details, as might be ex- 
pected, the cognate topics of the certificate- 
system, the merits and demerits of free com- 
petition in teaching, the comparative advan- 
tages of cheap and expensive education, the 
superiority of -praetical over verbal exami-. 
nations, the evils and causes of inefficient 
practitioners, &c., are severally touched. 
upon, and the following profound conclu- 
sions drawn from the decussion, viz., that 
certificates are a better test of knowledge 
than oral examinations ; monopoly in tuition 
far superior to competition ; an expensive 
edueation much preferable to a cheap one ; 
practical examinations decidedly the best, 
but quite impossible in the present state of 
affairs ; the inefficieney of the practitioner 
depends on the incompetency of his instruce 
tor; and, lastly, from this sorites is dedu-. 
cible the splendid corollary, that the reduc-. 
tion of this theory into practice would 
increase the power and profits of collegiate. 
and university professors in general, and of 
Dr. James Macartney in particular! Fors 
tunately, the author of this. st inver- 
sion of axiomatic policies fell into the hands 
of an examiner who had thorough kuow-. 
ledge of the subject, a clear insight into the. 
bearing of the professor's doctrines, and an: 
extraordinary taleut for interrogation. The 
tender is requested to keep in mind the sum- 
mary which we have here drawn of the Doe~ 
tor’s paradoxes in the following sheets, and to 
observe how his examiner plays bim up and 
down the abyss of his absurdity, with all 
the delieacy of toach, and precision of ma- 
nagement, by which an experienced angler 
leads his prey to the net, until he lands him. 
quietly in the inextricable meshes of a di- 
lemma. ‘ 


The development of Doctor M s 
principles commences with that part of 
evidence in-which he reeapitulates the 
causes of the ressive scarcity of subjects 
in London and Dublin. Among these causes 
he enumerates, a6 a principal one, the in- 
crease of private teachers in these cities re-. 
spectively. I'he examiner, seemingly startled 
.by the of the assertion, suspected 
that the Doctor had some private object in 
contemplation, to the attaiument of which. 
he was wresting both fact and argument ;. 
he accordingly most appropriately asks 


him—* You have stated, thst you thought 
the number of private schools in 


| 
' 
4 
4 
4 
q 
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was too great; upon whet do you ground 
that opinion, when it eppears that there) 
are more surgical students in Loodon than 
itis able to supply with the means of edu: | 
cation, sinee they resort to ether countries | 
for that To whieh tbo 


rooms, and afford sufficient education, if 
had the means of readily obtaining end | 


i of 
former opinion, states, that the emigration 


i 


two fires | 


is as lit- 
the re- 


he 
position. ‘Phe searcity of 


i 


place, usually enswers by inquiring what 


whom a given portion of mept is 
whieh makes it scarce, but the number of 
mouths among whieh it is to. be divided, 
A of beef, whether epaked by twenty 
individyals or by one, would be precisely 
the same to Dr, Macartney at dinver; but 
if it were to be distributed among half a 
dozen guests, the Doctor's stomach might, 
if his brain would not, immediately arrive 
at the eovelusion, that the guests, not the 
cooks, led produced the famine. But 
suppose that, iostead of a dozen private 
schools, there were but two corporate ones, 
what difference would it make, the pupils 
to be supplied remaining the same !—Why, 
nothing whatever, except the difference for 
which the Doetor was contending, namely, 
the transfer of all the studeut’s fees into the 
exchequer of a few corporate professors. 
Of the difference at which the Doctor was 
driving, his examiner to have been 
pretty well aware, for he immediately inter- 
Tupts him in his career by the following very 


Pertineyt question Does not some 

Vantage arise out of the multiplicity of pri- 
vate schools, inasmuch as an opportunity is 
man of to develop 
new views!” To which the Doetor is rer 
lustantly compelled to reply 
should certainly admit that tq be so, pro- 


lified at nt there is Bo test 


ite of swine’s flesh. Awhile their. 
quantity, now their quality js in fault; obe 
liged to admit their utility, he endeayaours. 
to neutralise the concession the j 

dugtion of an exception. The of 


chon, 
however, of incompetency, is Op aR 


Assumption wot borne out by facts; we at 


least of no insignee among private. 
teachers to which Ue charge of ine ' 
would justly apply, and yatil Dr. Macarte. 
ney proves the contrary, we must be es, 
cused for entertaining thig view of the quear 
tion. He has here informed us of the teat 
to which he would subject private ad rag 
but he forgot to tell us to what ordeal he 
would condemn academi¢ before. 
Pntering oy the duties of thejr chyrs. They, 
we suppose, come forth from their mothers 

womb with all the attributes of perfection, 
like Minerva from the head of Jove, The 


dressed | London College is severely re 


pot instituting such tests; but the charge is 
justly repelled by the next questiop of the 
examiper :—'* But inasmuch as they do not 
receive certificates indiseriminately from the 
teachers of private schools, the insufficiency | 
of the certificates trom these caunot be at- 
tributed to the rules of the College of 
Surgeons?” Again the Doctor returns to 
the charge, and repeats himself, without 
strengthening his cause :—* | thiyk it can, 
on tis principle, that they require no qua- 
lifications ; avy man can become @ teacher 
on any subject; and nothing is more com- 
mon than for young men, immediately after 
they have passed their examination for li- 
cence to practise, to profess teaching some 
branch of medical science,” Hine ille la- 
chryme/ Every man may certamly become 
a teacher; but will every man who does so 
have aclass? If he do not, the evil soon 
works its own cure; the experiment of a. 
season will effectually remedy his didactic 


t 
from necessity ; 1 eoneeive that half the vided these new teachers were always Qua. j 
number of sehools that now exist ip London ; 
could give ample accommodation in their 
gulations, they require cern 
that this is no angwer to the question pro- | certificates, they have instituted no res a 
rac the scareity of subjects was the pro-| gylation for ascertaining the qualifications ‘ 
to be solved; the syperabundence of of teachers who are to give those very cor- : 
sehoole was Dr. Maeariney’s first solution. ficates, nor have they made eny provision i 
On the repetition of the question, compound- against receiving false certificates, which 4 i 
ed with on argument against the Wpetor's very frequently presented w them,” ho G 
explanation of the difficulty, he vow siiits arguments can recougile the Doctor to the 
private teachers, of whom he sppears to q 
have as orthodox au abhorrenge as an lerael- 4 
and not on the number of the schools, as he 4 
he d 
« 
distance of one plage to anuther woul 
deducible from the reply of an Irish pea 
sant, who, if asked the distance to such « ‘a 
have you come | 
to-day? Probably Dr, Macartney meaat to | 
convey by this equivosation the impression, | | 
competition for subjects among the} 
schools absolutely made the subjects scarce ; | ii 
but this is en obvious mom-sequier, for it is | 
not the number of the teachers, but the | 
number of the pupils which makes the | 
teachers numeroys and the pubjects scarce, 
by being divided among $0 many 
duals, It is not the number of cooks by | 
primanded@ far 
q 
i 
al 
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inefficiency of teachers 

ticket system itself; for 

be competent or not, 

whatever of the 

A certificate, 

himself, 

* outward sign of 

visible grace,” is no more a guarantee 
profession of that which it is design- 


the abilities of his preceptor, we migh 
some weight to the Doctor's inference, that 
his qualifications should be scrutinised ; but 
is this opinion really correct? Is the pupil’s 
of be mentor’ 
a i s tency 
tanh, that the basinal 
a troublesome, restrictive, and, perhaps, a 


ed to represent, than if it had been signed | despotic 


by one of his resurrection men. The qualifi- 


cations of the teacher to “ grant certificates” | i 


might, no doubt, be ascertained by exami- 


nation ; but is this all these 


in pursuance of the Doctor's scheme, to 

itself into an “ Inquisition,” or a 
Star to pod cl er’s 
morality t the bungling i of 
this reply is well by 
sense in the following question : 
“Ts not this an inconvenience that 


most 

To this enlightened remark, the subsequent 
ibble is op :—** As a general . 
ition that must be admitted, no doubt ; but 
atill I am inclined to the opinion which I 
gave, which is, that there should 
ions for teachers as well as for 
practise ; because, in fact, the 
qualifications of those who ise depend 
on the knowledge and abilities of those 

from whom they receive certificates.” T 
tautology of impertinent absurdity has run 
its utmost length in this reply, in which 
we have the repetition of a refuted fallacy 
combined with another equally ridiculous, 
The Doctor, indeed, would seem, by his 
attempt to strengthen one error by the addi- 
tion of a second, to go on the same principle 
in logic as the practitioner would in sur- 
gery, were he to endeavour to make a pa- 
tient, with a broken leg, walk, by the inte. 
tion of a second fracture on the sound one ; 
but two lame arguments derive as little 
support from their juxtaposition as one 
broken leg would from its fractured fellow. 
In the natural order of examination, the 
second of these assertions, ‘* that the quali- 
fications of practitioners depend on the 
knowledge and &bilities of their teachers,” 
should be noticed first; as this dependence 
of the practitioner on his teacher is the rea- 


son assigned by Jr. Macartney for the ne 


with his solitary stadies, 
reflections? To any practitioner who would 
admit the superiority of the former over the 
latter, we can only say, Lord help his pa- 
tients! for, to a mind so constituted as to 
entertain this question even for a moment, 
the instruction of a Hunter or a Lawrence 
would be completely lost. The experience 
of every member of the profession must sup- 
ply him with an ample refutation of this 
insidious and dan which, under 
interests of 


and a Gradus ad Parnassum, or the excele 
lence of oratory on the rules of rhetoric, 
Valuable as instruction undoubtedly is, it 
must ever be considered subordinate to in- 


y 
i most opposite 
to ise, 

therefore, is not found to aetate 
ability of the teacher, on what ground should 
there be instituted one test for practice, and 
another for tuition? If, indeed, any dis- 
tinction were to be made in tests for these 


pursuits, the test for practice should un- 
doubtedly be the more severe one ; for it is 
of infinitely greater importance to mankind 
that there should be efficient itioners, 
than that there should be efficient teachers, 
The worst evils which a teacher can inflict 
on his pupils are reparable ; the evils which 
& practitioner may inflict on his patients, 
are often irre ; thus the diligence of 
the pupil, or the selection of a better in- 
structor, may repair the injaries of a bad 
one ; but what remedy remains for the pa- 
tient when maimed for life, or handed over 
to the undertaker, by the ignorance of his 
medical adviser? The qualifications, in fact, 
for practice and tuition, so far as useful in- 
formation qualifies for either, are precisely 
the same ; the talent required by the teache, 
in. addition to knowledge, cannot be ascer, 


‘| 
264 
| ambition, and put him from signing certi-|cessity of ascertaining the qualifications of 
ficates, whether true or false. The error| the professor. If the competency of a pupil 
does to practise his profession really depended on 
80 m 
whe 
sign 
thou 
an in 
fort 
regulation by no means in- 
tend to undervalue the efficient 
4 nstruction, a to it highest 
4% value, is there a single individual who reads. 
4 pages, will place the utility of the in- 
all ion of the ablest teacher on an equality 
| plan? By no means; the qualification to| 
teach would be but half the business, for 
4 though qualified to teach, he might not be 
k = to give honest certificates. Would 
t College of Surgeons, therefore, be bound, 
; to an unrestricted system in all arts and | science, limits its progress and acquisition 
ag sciences, that there must be some good and | to the knowledge and abilities of its teachers, 
| some bad teachers ; but, upon the whole, is | As well might the success of a poet be said 
. ' not the acting without fetters found the|to depend on the assistance of a pedagogue 
q | 
|Gividual exeruon; & 1a 
1 
| 
| 
| 
7 
€ 


BEFORE THE COMMITTEE OF ANATOMY. 265 


the mind of a candidate for teaching, the 
faculty of communicating his information in 
& proper manner, except by the actual expe- 
teaching, from which the Doctor 
would consistently and charitably exclude 
him. The correctness of the whole argu- 
ment is only equalled by its benevolence, 
the Doctor being much more anxious about 
lessening the number of —— teachers, 
than that of deaths from practice : in 
this respect he takes, with sop, the lesse 
of two evils ; one pupil’s fees would pay pa- 
rish cess for coffins for some half dozen of 
years. The examiner finding him ready to 
go any length in his hostility to private 
teachers, asks him, for the purpose of draw- 


Macartney’s scarlet gown in his heart! In 
any well- government, such as that 
of Turkey or China, the ambitious varlet 
of the rights and dignity of an academic 
mufti or mandarin, be forthwith sub- 
jected to the chastisement of the bastinado! 


line of interrogation is 
i » and we must pass over a few 
questions and answers, in order to preserve 
the continuity of the Doctor’s reasoning on 
the limitation of private teaching. Being 
requested to enumerate all the suggestions 
which he conceived best adapted to facili- 
tate the study of anatomy, he reserves, by 
way of making a final impression, his pro- 
ject for the suppression of didactic pirac 

for the last item of his plan: ** Lastly, 

would propose as a measure of propriety, the 
constituting some qualifications for teachers, 
of which there is none at present ; and here 


y | drawings, &c., which 


enthralment of the most useful class of men 


;| im the medical ptofession, is scarcely sur- 


passed by Austro-Italian tyranny, which 
writes the word nee the chains 7 
galley-slaves. isgusted, apparently, 
the etssention of his selfish isms, the 
examiner now commences a catechetical 
analysis of his motives, and exhibits them, 
one by one, in their simple state of oblie 
quity :—‘* What qualifications would you 
propose for teachers?’ Caught in his own 
trap, the wary res t replies, “ Itisa 
dificult regulation to make; but I have 
thought a little on the subject, and this is 
what I would venture to suggest—that every 
person, before he commenced as a teacher, 
should give notice to some constituted 
authority, five years previously, that he does 
so intend, and that at the end of the five years 
he should submit himself to a practical ex 
amination for the purpose, or that he should 
exhibit proofs (if it be anatomy, manual 
proofs, as in France) of his being able to 
make preparations, and also submit to inves- 
tigation the anatomical yng plates, 
mulated for the purpose o ing; upon 
which he might receive a licence, and be 
considered an accredited teacher, as in 
France.” We Dr. 
Macartney, that it woul a difficult regu- 
lation to make, and still more difficult to 
into execution. In the first place, as 
tthe dificalty, not one student in a hun- 
dr himself aware, at the time of obtain- 
ing a licence, whether he ever would sub- 
sequently become a teacher or not. To what 
purpose, then, would any young man take 
the trouble, and be at the expense, of pre« 
paring himself for five years, and of serving 
a notice for an examination which he might 
never require? Plates, preparations, and 
drawings, are useful, no doubt; but a dead 
body is a much better apparatus for teaching 
anatomy than all the productions of the 
pencil, graver, or syringe, that ever were 
made. ne night, out of the five years,”’ 
with the assistance of a picke-axe, would be 
quite sufficient to procure this unum neces- 
sarium for the tuition of anatomy; and, 
with this ‘* stock-in-trade,”’ any young man 
of abilities is perfectly qualified to teach 


anatomy, as much so as Dr. Macartney, with 


I wish to observe, that this is not proposed all his paraphernalia of plates and prepara- 
with any view of preventing young men of| tions. The Doctor's examination might cer- 
talent from coming forward as soon as they | tainly be comptied with by teachers of ana- 


are prepared.” Most generousman! With | 
what delicacy of feeling and refinement of | 


tomy ; but how were young teachers of the 
other branches of medical science to be 


address, he would slip the fetters on his dealt with? Should the juvenile lectarer 
victims, merely as a * measure of propriety,” on the practice of physic and surgery, pro- 


and not for preventing ‘‘ young men of ta- 
lent” coming forward when prepared! Such 
is the dialect of despotism in churches, ca- 
binets, and colleges, all over the world. The 


elegance of Dr, Macartaey’s system for the 


duce a whole hospital at bis examination 
before he obtained a licence? A leetureron 
chemistry, an entire laboratory, which would 
cost him some three or four bandred pounds, 
though he might never earn the price of 


4 


| 
tained by any form of examination whatever 
for we have ng learn from Dr. Macartney 
by what subtile process he could discover 't 
ing him out, “‘ Can any person, without ; 
previous examination, or the authority of 4 
any constituted body, commence lecturing i 
on in Dublin?” Towhich the Doc- 
tor iadiguently replies, He can; he re- 
— authority from any human tribunal, 
constituting himself a teacher of an| 
— medical science, either in London, 
inburgh, or in Dublin.” What a misfor- | 
tune it is to live in a free country! where 
any young man may set up an opposition 
school next door 4 an university, having ' 
neither the fear of the law, nor of Dr. | 
| 
4 
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chareoal by it afterwards? A lecturer on 
pharmacy, an apothecary 
next season might be knocked down to the 
highest bidder? About these lecturers, be 
it observed, the Doctor is no way solicitous— 
they do not interfere wit! 
The scheme, in fact, is tota 
to the state of the profession in this coun- 
uisitoriel laws here, 

bud the first efforts 
t after fame, who 


’s shop, which the 


3; we want no i 
4 ch wonld blast in th 

mapy 2 young aspiran 
might, eventually rise imto 
Hanter or a Bailie. Between France and 


wired, at least, a plausible right to en- 
force compulsory laws, by on facilities 


a 


England farnishes all the materials of medi- 
cal instruction gratuitously, we will neither 
with it nor w 
imposing conditions on the fruition of 
such munificent advantages. As long, how- 
ever, as the students of Great Britain pay 
for instruction, they may well be permitted 
to obtain it where it can be had cheapest 
best. There ere many ivetitutes in the 
French system, which we would willingly 


dissoeiated from the circumstances which 


render compuision tolerable, are certainly fact, observed by 
witch wh these shoes, furnish twice 


[70 be concluded, } 


alone, and I even suspect, if a 


liberal journal had existed in Harvey's days, 


and any one had chosen directly to contra- 

dict the theory of the circulation, using good 

language, and appealing to the experience or 
rather the ignorance of his predecessors, 

that it would have required some time and 

pains to answer him to the satisfection of 
the public. Thas, althoagh the expansion 

of tive horse’s foot has been heretofore ad- 
mitted in ‘Tar Lawcer, the world at large 
are certainly not acquainted with it, and 
Mr. Morgan is secure from general censure, 
and meets with some believers, beequse his 
assertions fall in with established prejudice’ 
and received opinion. To comment at large 
upon the manner in which he has met my 
queries would oeeupy too much of your 
valuable space. He admits that horses’ feet 
are much wider when they come from grass 
than before, and because ** they grow out- 
wards.” Now, why do they not ‘ grow: 
outwards” when shod, for it is notorious, 
that with eommon shoes, they contract and’ 
grow in? end, on the contrary, | can prove,’ 
by pumerous feet, that with expansion shoes 
they grow to the natural width, and main- 
tain it. What occasions this difference? In 
the latter case, the foot both grows and’ 
dilates naturally; in the former, its action 
and growth are impeded. itis a practical 
all the workmen, that feet, 


as much horn at the heels as before, and 
there is yet no instance of a horse becoming 
weak-heeled during their use. My second 

he also admits, in this manner, “ that 


| see imitated at home; but arbitrary laws, 
| 
| 


is 
swer I 


f of the horse’s 
| 


time, it is 


EXPANSION OF HORSES’ FEET, 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. * 
Sir,—lt eppeers that Mr. Caleb Morgan expand in spite of the nails,” and ere we 
to rest satisfied with the au-|not both speaking of a common shoe, in 
to his former communication which { say, the nails eontine the foot's ae- 
in Twe Lancer, but, after a six weeks’ tioo. In the very next paragraph, he 


herses’ shoes become bright at the heels, 
‘immediately under the erust, but not one 
atom beyond it,’’ (observe,) ** whieh would 
be the case did this contractile and expen-. 
‘sive power really exist.” No, it would not 
he the case ; did 1 not say, “ rubbed bright 
‘by the ineffectual attempts of the foat to: 


sufficiently ia 


ee ame and the sharpness with which | fer as his opinion can strengthen, what | 
used him, and to state, in bis defence, said respecting the futility of placing the 
| that he * did not seek the coutroversy.’’ | nails forward, under the idea of allowing 
; But, let me ask Sir, if any one who seriously | motion to the heels, for though he says they 
| denies an admitted doctrine ia your pages, are * always sufficiently forward to admit 
ought to be surprised, or offended, at a re-'of this,” he still denies, that au atom of 

from those who publicly support it! lateral motion takes place in consequences 

' Whatever Mr. Morgan might expeet, he | Yet, though his arguments second mine, be 
may be assured that no one shall openly | follows the examp' i 
attack the priveciples that | advocate, with-|ing it *‘ stuff about the nails,” simply, it 
out heaving from me in answer; at thesame seems, because he cannot comprehend it, 
Wo means an agreeable task to |and speaks of the nails in the quarters con- 
refute q grave, point-blank assertion by the expansion shoo, net Ghat 


te of Nimrod,” in calle 


= 


FF 


3 England there is no analogy which bears on 
i this question ; the French Government have 
whie they afford for obtaining a profes- 
| | 
silence, When the argumen duced are the nails are always place 
j in some meesure forgotten, he comes for- the forepart of the foot to admit t 
© maintain the non-expansior contraction and dilatation did they exist.” 
foot, to complain of my inex- | Altogether, these passages strengthen, so 
ha 
Statement, 
new, and, 
covery to | 
bootless e; 
Consule 
when the 
ans 


EP 


we 


TO MR. MORGAN, 
the point of action in the foot is at the toe, | i 


and that the sides move 
were, by halves. 


M question, unpleasant as it is to | feet, which is thus commented on 
Mr. » I must beg leave to repeat.| B. Clark, in first promulgating these 
never applied his thumb and | trines :— 
finger to the heels of a well-worn expansion 
shoe, and seen the shoe and foot collapsing | novelty, for it is ofteu seen 
and expanding together under the opera-/ curiosity, against the walls of forges, 
tion?” His angry auswer is, ‘* No, nor} has been called, by some, the hunting shoe, » 


“ Has 


English 
» a8 it who, with all the farriery writers of 


writers, Blundeville and De 


|period, describe and figure the shoe 


& 


< 
AF 


“ The shee itself I do not claim as 


did any other man!” ‘* Remember, when the | being, as it was said, sometimes taken into — 
judgment’s weak, the vary is strong.” | the field by the huntsman, and if any shoe 
im 


To bave replied for 
been quite sufficient, sipce all may not 


self would heave | came off, and was lost during the sport, this 


be | supplied its place ; possessing the power of 


equally wilful, and this simple trial, so easy | dilating and contracting, it fitted all, if a vil-. 


and conolusi 
If Mr. Caleb Morgan will blindfold himse' 


ve, is within the reach of all.| lage smith could but be found to nail it on. 


If, | It is not, therefore, the shoe itself, but the 


and then declare there is no light, he may | new principle for its application that claim, | 


and the discovery of the real structure and 


possession 

of his own opinion, but is exposed to the | habits of the hoof which indicate its neces-- 
ridicule of all the world who use their eyes, 
However, after denying that he has ever 
made this trial, he gives us some ground to 
doubt it, by seriously attempting to dispute 


sity.”"—Stereoplea, p.37. 

Also, in his Hi of the Horse, p. 35, 
ing of Blundeville’s book, he says, 

* He has also given a shoe with a lap- 


its value. For if, he states, the foot be for-| joint, riveted by a small iron pin, im case. 
cibly compressed, and afterwards, on being | of a lost shoe, and to accommodate diffe. 
released, resumes its natural width, it no/| rent feet, and recommends gentlemen learn- 


more proves the expansive natare of this| ing 


to nail a shoe on, in order to. use 


organ, than the same experiment, performed | jt, observing that, io Germany, it was. 
on the human knuckles, proves that they /the practice so to do with those who were 
s 


are constantly dilating and collapsing, And 
are they not doing so? This gentleman’ 


perceptions must be dull, if he cannot se 


very fond of riding, so that it was in- 
tended merely as a resource, to be removed 
| a8 soon us a proper shoe, or smith, could be. 


his hand before him! But though this at-| found; indeed such a shoe could not be 


analogy is unfortunate, 


1} worn many days, if not many hours, without 


will challenge him to try again, and find, if} coming asunder. No principle of elasticity 
be can, an instance, im the feet or extremi-|in the foot being known, it was, in 
ties of any animal in nature, where a con- | hanging against the walls as mere curios 


siderable and obvious share of expansive | sity.”* 


is plain, that an organ destined to receive 
ward pressure from above. But 
letter, having but little to urge against my 


new, and, ube an air of research and dis- 


errand to the british Museum, to 


by our own more ancient 


indispensable, he would deny | renders Mr. Morgan’s remarks unnecessary 

se! though it is not,|and we should not forget, also, thut a real 
a block of granite,” but “ «| meritorious discoverer is not a men who ac- 
horay box, or covering, to the sensible | cideutally uses a thing for an occasional pur- 


What follows is a mutilated version of 
Mr, Coleman’s nonsense, with respect to the | in short, * practically useful.” Were this vot 
frog aud its upward action, which be ean-{ admitted by g 1 t 
hot demonstrate, while to common sense it| no scale of merit, and those who hazard as- 


This condour, on the pert of Me. Clark, 


pose, and laysit aside, but one who employe 
it principle, discovers and demonstrates 
the necessity of its application, and makes it, 


we i ld have 


sertions without proo’,and do things by mere 


the weight of the horse must be yielding | chance, would rank betore the enlightened 


discoverer. Respecting the expansion of 
the horse’s foot, it would appear, from the. 
amezing difficulty that Mr. Morgan finds in 


the grand object of this gentleman's long/ understwnding it, even when pomted out to 


him, that the disclosure of it must have 
been a laborious effort, on the part of Mr. 
Clark, to overcome his origival prejudices 


* This shoe was usually made with a, 
double row of nails on each side, that it 
might, with more certainty, fit all feet, and 
it was also very light and unfit for perma- 
nent application.—C. C, } 
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and 

the discovery of a natural principle in 
correspondent 

ments, but seems inclined to abide by his’! 


ipers, which I for 
knows that he cannot, and never has been 
able to practise the major part of Mr. Cole- 


showed to be inconclusive as to the final 


. Your | natural effects on the 
advanced no new argu- | not, by an means, 


EXTRA-UTERINE FETATION. 
notions, though it true when exactl 


the truth of these statements, and who 


ion, ts : i 
question, and to set at nought all the fac man’s doctrines. Such asit is now, a diplo« 


which anatomy, analogy, and even common 
of the foot. His last letter is chiefly com- 


: ion | Ma is not merely a negative good, but a 
i be 


to derive my qua- 
ancras 


of ungracious terms applied to me, for one, will not 
* poy lifications from such a source as St. 


ing, very naturally, defended my own 
cause when attacked in Tne Lancer, and, 
of course, with that warmth which it is every 
man’s duty to feel on such an occasion. But 
Mr. Morgan has overshot the mark, and pro- 
claimed his own weakness, in charging me 
with being “‘ acrimonious, virulent, or 


I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Cuances Crank, Vet, Surgeon, 


Veterinary 


sple-| Stamford Street, May 19th. 


absence of argument, clamours loudly about 
the intemperance of his adversary, in order 
to draw off ic attention from the facts 
he has There is no ground in my 
letter for these malevolent imputations. He 


LONDON MEDICAL SOCIETY, 
May 18th, 1829. 


Mr, Cattaway, President, in the Chair, 


“ 
to account for this asserted acri-| 4 uTERINE FETATION—ENTERITIS AND 


pretends 
monious violence,” by the contempt which 
i i = theorists and book- 


makers, &c. Now, in what manner this 
contempt was to affect me, who never com- 


mitted the sin of writing a book, I am quite| case of 


DEATH——-AMPUTATION IN A CASE OF ARM 
PRESENTATION, 


Mr. Watuen detailed the particulars of a 
extra-uterine fetation which had 


at a loss to imagine, and, as a theorist,|come under his notice. A married female, 


though | will not deny acting on principle, 
and can render i 
do, still I am a practical shoeing-smith, and 
can execute my own orders if > 
and therefore, so far as making and nailing 
on a horse’s shoe go, am perhaps less of a 
theorist than Mr. Morgan. ae 

- One more word, Sir, and I have done, 
He says that my name is not to be found in 
the list of Coliege Veterinary Surgeons, It is 
Mr. Coleman and his medical friends, (whom 
he has so repeatedly asserted can never 
make good practitioners,) because, in the 
present degraded state of the College, this 
ticket is considered, among men of judg- 
ment, as a disgrace. Were I disposed to| 
fool away twenty guineas, | know where the! 
paltry affair is to be got at any time, but/| 


thirty-six years of age, who had had chil- 


sufficient reason for what I | dren, got her feet wet, which, in her opinion, 
caused 


suppression of the menstrual evacua- 
tion. She had no idea of having conceived. 
At about the third month afterwards, she 
perceived a tumour in the left side, which 
gradually increased till the sixth month. 
She was then visited by Dr. Walshman and 
Dr. Bleckborough, who gave her no reason 
to suppose that which never yet entered 
her mind, namely, that she was pregnant. 
At the expiration of the ninth month, and 
two weeks from the suppression, 8 discharge 
of putrid blood from the vagina supervened, 
which lasted for some days, and the tumour 
was then observed to be sensibly decreased. 
Fornine years after this, regular menstruation 
went on again, her health improved, and she 
grew fat. At this distant period su i 


never will seek it while the present mode of| again took place, and this she again attri- 
instruction exists, or submit to he catechised| buted to the same cause, namely, that of 
by men of another profession. Fora time! having got her feet wet. Sometime after 
the word college commanded respect, but| this, she felt something sticking in the rec- 
the fuilure of all Mr. Coleman’s patents,| tum, on retiring to evacuate the bowels, and 
and the singular fact, that the peculiar theo- | she was induced to send for a surgeon. On 
ries. which he enforces with most weight 

and vehemence, and which may be found! * If this singular assertion is doubted, ! 
floating in the brain, and hanging on the| am ready to undertake the proof of it in * 
tongue of every full-fledged pupil, are almost | concise, straightforward manner, 


sees 


ly 
public mind. 
fend the respected 
yer, to whom Ia 
experimen 
4 
a 
1 
> netic,” and that I slur, vilify, or vituperate 1 
his means oF motives, These epithets be- ED 
P long not to my communication, and are too 
. much like the common-place weapons of a 
‘ hired advocate in a bad cause, who, in the pe 
= 
fi | | 
q 
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as very interesting. 
The subject of it was twenty-five years of 
age, and a fortnight since he was a visitor at 


sorting to means calculated 
stomach and bowels, in the course of the 


Friday, and Saturday, he was out, and prose- 
outing his studies, On Saturday night, 
however, he returned to his lodging, feeling 


him. Administered salts and senna, which 
were returned. On the following morning, 
Dr. Cholmeley met Mr. Callaway and Mr. 
Doubleday im consultation on the case. 
——- it was thought had been carried 
iently far. Large doses of calomel and 
opium were ordered to be continued ; five 
or six grains of the former; but, up to 
Tuesday, no motion had been obtained. 
Dr. Sutton (an uncle of the patient) was 
then also called in; calomel prescribed to 
the extent of a drachm a-day, and a clyster 
of elaterium and aloes, of each five grains, 
several times administered. The patient 
throughout exclaimed, that if he could onl 
get his bowels moved, he should do well. 
On Wednesday morning a free discharge 
from the bowels came on, which continued 
pew the day; but the pain continued 
as violent as before ; the pulse was acce- 
lerated ; countenance anxious. Thursday 
morning presented symptoms of approach- 


ing dissolution, though, for a short period )ed either ulcerated or 


The external offered 
remarkable ; the y well proporti . 
and well supplied with flesh ; the skin some- 
what sallow ; the head and chest were not 
opened ; there was no fluid effusion in the 
peritoneal cavity generally, but on the right 
side there was a circumscribed cavity form- 
ed anteriorly by the parieties and omentum, 
and elsewhere by convolutions of intestines, 
both and small. This cavity, which 
exte from the inguinal to the h 


of this cavity ; 
it was pretty firmly bound down close to 
the internal ring, but there was no hernia. 
The contiguous peritoneal surface, to the 
distance of some inches from the circum- 
scribed mentioned, were glued 
together by layers of opaque, light-yellow, 
coagulable lymph. ‘This substance, which 
was evidently of very recent formation, was 
perfectly unmixed with feculent matter ; it 
was tolerably firm, very free from serum, 
and showed no trace of organisation ; it was 
most abundant on the intestines in the right 
inguinal region, where the peritoneum be- 
neath it was minutely injected, but it also 
existed between the concave surface of the 
liver and the pyloric extremity of the sto- 
mach, The liver was pale, and of a yellow- 
ish colour, but in r respects seemed 
quite natural ; having separated the adhe- 
sions by which the convolutions of intes- 
tines in the right iliac region were glued 
together, the appendix vermiforhis ceeci was 
found bound down and distended to at least 
three times its ordinary size, and contained 
an indurated alvine concretion, about the 
size and figure of a chocolate nut. In that 
part of the appendix in which this concre« 
tion was there was a small opening, 
by which it appeared that the fluid feculent 
matter had made its escape into the abdo- 
men, Internally, the mucous membrane 
was thickened, of a livid colour, and par- 
tially ulcerated. There were evident marks 
of a high degree of inflammation of the mu. 
cous membrane of both large and small in- 
testines, for a few inches near the valve ; 
in the small intestines this irritation was by 


far the most considerable along tle valvu- 
le conniventes, the edges of which appear- 
abraded j at @ greater 


CASE OF ENTERITIS. 269 A 
examining, he believed it at first to be the|before death, some hope was afforded. | 
bone of a chicken, bat, on removing it, he Opiates and brandy prescribed. Died at i 
found it tobe the femur of afetus. This|four o'clock. On the following day the 
was followed at different times by the dis-| body was examined by Dr. Hodgkins, and ; 
charge of almost all the bones of an infant. the following is his report. 5 
Mr. Waller exhibited these bones to the | 
Society. From their size, he considered é 
the foetus must have been from five to six | i 
Mr. Dovustepay exhibited a preparation 
which had been taken from the “body of a ; 
stadent at Guy’s Hospital, the particulars of ‘ 
2. the London Medical Society. On the a | 
lowing evening he joined a dinner party, drial region, was narrow, and of little capa- | 
at which, probably, for the first time in his| city ; it was shut up by peritoneal adhe 
life, he eat and drank too posetite On| sions, and lined by a dirty, thickish, and 
Wednesday, he felt very unwell; but re-| irregularly tender false membrane, and con- 
— | tained, perhaps, two ounces of dirty sero- 
| purulent fluid, which appeared to contain 
el. jan admixture of fluid feculent matter. The 
a a was large, and considerably in- 
again extremely uowell. Un Sunday morn- 
ir. ing, of Mr. Deublelay wes 
sent for. He then complained of violent 
AND pain in the stomach and bowels, particularly 
ARM over the right iliac fossa. Pulse full and 
quick. Mr. Doubleday bled him; gave 
calomel and opium, and ordered fomenta- 
of a tions. At ten, a.m., he saw him again in 
company with Mr. Callaway, the 
’ to be consi re- 
nion, continued to give great uneasiness. Leeches 
ouae were then ordered, and large doses of calo- 
ived. mel and opium. The leeches bled freely, 
she and gave relief. Saw him again at night, 
=~ and took from 34 to 40 ounces of blood from | 
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“was mixed with unhealthy green bile. The 
‘taken from the appendix was laminated, 


‘the deceased that he should state, that a 


‘found attending the hospitals, nad that the 


‘Dut the violence of the attack baffled all 


‘tion hed remained in the appendix no one 


“The patient was not robust, though very 


‘rallied ; at the same time he thought they 


-gentioman hed been in the habit of taking 
~ those whe had been long in this habit, con- 


brane was, to all appéarance, healthy, but 
the fecal matter within the small intestines 


kidneys were both healthy; the concretion 


and composed of fwca) matter, Jt was not 
readily broken under the pressure of the 


finger.” 

Mr. Cattaway corroborated the state- 
ments made by Mr. Doubleday. He added, 
that blisters were applied over the right 
ilinc foasa, It was due to the memory of 


more temperate, industrious, intelligent, 
and meritorious young man was not to be 


excess which had been followed by so me- 
lancholy a result was purely accidental, 
Every possible attention was paid to him, 


skill. The cevum wes evidently in a state 
of disease, and how long the alvine concre- 


could say; but it was highly probable that} 
it had been called into action by the excess, | 
and thus the intemperance had proved the 
exciting cause of that which produced death, 


healthy. 

Mr. Brencaten had no doubt of the ce- 
‘cum being the seat of the disease, and, in 
peritonitis, was generally to be regarded as 
the part particularly sted. Either in 
enteritis or peritonitis, when depletion was 
carried to a gteat extent, patients seldom 


rallied better after general than local bleed. 
ing. He wished to know the appearances 
of the tongue, feces, and blood. 

Mr. Dovstepay said, that the appear- 
ance of the tongue was good; the blood 
showed no great degree of inflammation ; 
the feves were very unhealthy, and the 
patient had almost constant thirst. 

The Prestperr believed, that if there 
was any practice more successful than ano- 
ther in enteritis or peritonitis, it was clearly 
that of venesection, but that there was a 
period at which it was evidently injudicious 
to use the lancet. 

Mr. [tire desired to know, whethet this 


It had been observed, that in 


eretions frequently lodged in some pert of 
the alimentery canal. No reply could be 
given to the inquiry, 

Dr. Cu o-metey, who entered the meeting 
at a late hour, on being requested to explain 
the state of the pulse, observed, that from 
the moment ut which he first saw the pa- 
tient to his death, the pulse wes such as he 
had generally noticed in persons who had 
died of enteritis after depletion had been 


eto AMPUTATION OF THE ARM OF A FETUS 


carried to a considerable extent, where the 
inflammatory symptome, the active state of 
them, would not allow for the depletion, 
and where the obstruction of the bowels 
had not given way—a pulse, generally speak- 
ing, very quick, small, and feeble. 

Mr. Dovutsvay begged to know, what 
was the effect, or expected to be the effect, 
of the suppository in this case. 

Dr. Cuocwecny thought there was a very 
fair opportunity of trying the suppository 
in preference to further injections. It had 
not been tried till after the last injection 
had not been completely returned, and the 
patient continuing to complain of great in- 
convenience from want of an evacuation. 
The suppository would often solicit the 
lower bowels to discharge their contents, 
and very frequently, by the irritation it pro- 
duced, enable the bowels to evacuate a 
my | of feculent matter. In the first 
stage of cases of enteritis, generally he be- 
gan with depletion from the arm, then ap- 
plied leeches end blisters, and very fre- 
quently fomentations, and poultices if the 
patient could bear the weight of them. 
When the stomach hed rejected other pur- 
gatives, the bowels vot being yet unloaded, 
it was then necessary to administer the sw6- 
muriate of mercury, either with or without 
opium, and between the doses ap 
give Epsom salts. In this way he 
usually seen the obstruction in enteritis, 
from au overloaded state of the stomach, 
give way, though sometimes it had been 
necessary to continue the treatment for three 
days betore the effeet could be produced. 


The following midwifery case was read 
by Dr. Ryan, in explanation of a casual alle- 
sion which fell from a member on a previous 
evening. The woman whs 25 years of age ; 
she had bad children before, and the last 
was across birth, On the present occasion 
the arm presented. A midwife was in at- 
tendance, who found the case wumanagea- 
ble, left the patient, and sent for Mr. Brad- 
ford, who arrived when she had been in 
labour eight hours ; the arm presented, and 
the liquor amnii had escaped full eight hours. 
The uteras had firmly contracted on the 
fee'us, and no efforts were made to expel it. 
Waiting some time, he attempted, ineffee- 
tually, to tara, but could not get hold of the 
feet. Gave her adrachm of lawdanum and 
left her. In two hours subsequently he 
visited her again, in company with Mr. Hos- 
kins. She was thes in the same state, with 
the exception that the laudanum had render- 
ed hera little more t il; still no uterine 
efforts to expel the child. After several in- 
effectual attempts to tarn she was left for 
the night. At nine o'clock the next morn- 
ing, — touch in the same condition, but 
had six hours’ sleep; the uterus still 
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MR. BAKER ON DROWNING.—DR. WHITING. yn 


‘contracted, without making any efforts to 
expel. She had now been in twenty 
; , arid the child was, to all appearance, 


dead ; no pulsation in the chord; the hand 
and arm quite livid. Under these eircutn- 
stanées Mr. Hoskins atmputated the arm.— 
Many fruitless attempts were made to fix 


_ the crotehet over the head. Mr. Morgan, jutt., | of 


now artived, and it was thought advisable 
t6 het, agreeing to meet again at an 
éatly period. Before that time, however, 
and in an hour after quitting the patient, 
Mb. Hoskifis was sent for; the child, an 
eight mouths’ fetas, was expelled, and he 
imatediately temoved the placenta. The 
child appenred to have been dead for some- 
time, and the woman did well. Her pulse 
was about 80, and very steady throughout, 
the patient being very tranquil during the 
lime. 

We refrain from giving the discussion 
whith followed this case, the details of 
which were freely canvassed by the mem- 
‘bers, It was read to the Society as 4 justi- 
fication of the practitioners, and, es such, 
in justice to the parties who felt themselves 
aggrieved, we think it right to leave it. 


ON THE TREATMEKT OF THE DROWNED. 


J. Baxer, Bsq., Su to the al 
By ner, Esq., Surgeon to Roy 


1 are, through the medium of this Jour- 
nal, to communicate the following case, with 
a few general directions for the treatment 
of the drowned, as much harm is sometimes 
done in cases of drowning, before medical 
assistance can be obtained. 

Last night 1 was called to attend Abigail 
Kenney, @ poor wretched-looking woman, 
sixty years of age, who attempted to destroy 
herself by jumping into the Reyent’s Canal, 
New North Road. When she was taken 
out of the water, life appeared totally ex- 
tinct; 1 ammediately had recourse to the 
meaus employed by the Royal Humane So- 
ciety, and continued to use them for an hour 
and a half with ultimate success. The rea- 
son assigned by the woman for attempting 
suicide was, that she was starving ; @ penny 
loaf awd half a biscuit had been the only 
food she hud tasted for three days, She also 
stuted that she had lived in the parish of 
Spitalfields for thirty years, and that want of 
employment was the cause of ler distress. 


Treatment af the Drowned. 


Particalar care should be taken to em 
the following means in the order described, 
and as quickly as possible ; and in the pre- 
cipitancy confusion usual upon such 
occasions, cautiously to avoid every kind of 


violence or rough . Te is of the utmost 
importance, first, to cleanse thé mouth and 
hostrils, strip off the wet clothes, wipe and 
clean the body, and wrap it in dry garments 
or blankets before it is removed, in otder to 
avoid evaporation, and prevent exposare to 
a cold atmosphere. By a neglect of either 
these precautions, the temperature of the 
body would be greatly redaced, and the 

fospect of resuscitation much diminished. 
The colder the weather, the more desirable 
it will be promptly to strip off the wet 
clothes, and put on dry; this should be done 
upon the spot, atiless a convenient place is 
close at hand to carry into execution the 
more matetial operations. An error in the 
first steps of the resuscitutive process may 
occasion a fatal result. It cantiot, therefore, 
he too strongly urged upon those who hu- 
manely assist in these early moments, and 
who are seldom professional men, me eg 
adhere to these few articles of instruction. 
They may thus effectually prepare the way 
for the restoration of life. At the same 
time I should observe, that if they attempt 
to take mote upon themselves, their inten- 
tions, though , may be subversive of 
the proper end, and defeat the designs of 
the medical attendant. 

New North Road, May 16, 1829. 


In a paper lately read to the Royal Aca- 
demy in Paris, it was stated as the result of 
a calenlation by the author, that, in conse- 
quence of tbe violence of the method now 
used of inflating the lungs, only two-thirds 
of the persons susceptible of recovery from 
drowning are ultimately brought to life, the 
proportion of recoveries having formerly 
been nine-tenths.—Ep. L, 


DR. WHITING’S OPINIONS ON THE VITALITY 
OF THE BLOOD. 


To the Editor of Tux Laycer. 


Sin,—I do not feel myself bound to pre- 
long the discussion on the vitality or non- 
vitality of the blood, with the gentleman 
who has come forward in your last Number 
as the avowed protector of Dr. Whiting’s 
reputation ; bat as that writer has 
upon me with an unsparing band the ch 
of words to suit my own 
may not be improper to show how he has 
failen into errors not different from those 
which he condemns in a luudable but some- 
what officious anxiety, to protect the charac- 
ter of his friend. 

Whether Dr. Whiting voluntarily offered, 
or only acceded to the President's 


* request,” ot taking part in the late debate, 
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272 RECOVERY. FROM ASPHYXIA. 


is a matter to myself, and probably to others, 
of but small importance. Of this fact, how- 
ever, Lam certain, that I at least put no im- 
putation upon that gentleman inconsistent 
with the utmost degree of modesty to which 
any reasonable man would aspire, and that 
the word “ ising,” quoted, or seem- 
ingly quoted, against me, does not occur 

hout the communication which you 


admit that any thing I said in that paper, 
could possibly imply 
herent of Hunter's doctrines, further than in 
belief of the fact to which they tend, that 
blood is vital; this surely did not bind 
nolens volens to view the act of coagu- 
ion in the same light with him as the re- 
t of an active opener of life, and the 

of my letter shows that so far 
being the case, I conceived that 
e vitality to have previously ex- 
from its occurring under the de- 
vation of negation of some power, which 


upon the word “ active,” which your 
correspondent, who, no doubt, knows the 
use of the italics in which it is printed, will 
find to be the case ; and as Mr. Cooper evi- 
dently argued upon the act of covgmiotion 
in the manner of Hunter, and as Dr. Whiting 
as evidently combated it when used in a simi- 
lar way, so did I then, and so do I now, con- 
ceive myself justitied in putting the ques- 
tion, whether they did not think it “ more 
reasonable” to suppose that 
occurred not from the activity, but from the 
ion of causes previously existing. 

Had Dr. Whiting not come forward as the 
avowed opposer of the vitality of the blood, 
there might be some reason to charge me 
with indiscretion, in calling him the sup- 
porter of any particular “‘ doctrine.” As 
the case s however, it is very different. 
At the meeting of the Society upon the 6th 
of April, when this momentous affair first 
originated, he then and there declares that 
he is “ by no means a believer in the 
vitality of the blood; and, “per contra,” 
(as I humbly submit, ) that he was of course 
a believer in its non-vitality. Now, ifit be 
admitted that John Hunter's opinions 
ts in favour of vitality can justly 

be said in their aggregate to constitute a 
* doctrine,’ upon what possible principle 
can it be denied that those of Dr. Whiting, 


it expedient to insert. Nor can I| P: 


Pcould only conceive to have been that of | reports 


believe in the doctrine of non-vitality, un- 
less, indeed, his arguments, like those ofthe 
civilians in the affair of the Strasburgh nose, 
led only to the conclusion that it was neither 
dead nor alive. 

On the affair of digestion, I have little to 
in too extended a sense. I 


that I was a blind ad-| juice displays; whether my ‘‘ learning” has 


he ag he has not some gleam of know- 
ge. 

In conclusion, Sir, permit me to say that 
I was not present at any of the debates in 


had I done so, nothing which has 
transpired would have altered my opinions. 
When Dr. Whiting’s champion next ex- 
tends his shield, not, alas! the ample shield 
of Ajax, to protect, as he ives, the 
sullied reputation of a friend, I hope he will 
do so with a more powerful arm, and ina 
less fastidious spirit. Meanwhile, as Hed 
Dr. 


Latin quotation has proved so discredi 

to my “ heart,”’ permit me to gargle 

Whiting’s tongue and fauces, probably a 
little nauseated by the stale and musty lines 
of Juvenal, with the homely but refreshing 
English saying, ‘‘ Heaven defend me from 
my friends, and 1’ll defend myself from my 


J.8.C. 
Islington, May 18. 


INFLATION OF THE LUNGS OF INFANTS, 

Ar a late meeting of the French Institu- 
tion, a case was communicated, in which a 
new-born infant was aroused from a state of 
asphyxia by the insufflation of air. A child, 


and | just born, was brought to M. Porta! for the 


purposes of dissection; while preparing for 
this, some short time after receiving it, it 
occurred to him to blow for an instant into 
its mouth. In two or three minutes, heat 


. or of any other doctor, or no doctor, in favour | returned, the circulation recommenced, the 
of its non-vitality may, by a parity ofreason-| heart began to beat,’ and the eaagonst 
ing, be condensed a similar name.| corpse was restored to the parents a lively 
If he did not believe in the doctrine of} infant. A similar circumstance is said to 


have once occurred to an anatomist at Lyons, 


. Vitality, he must, I presume, ec necessitate, 


4 for placing his art in contrast with that of 
4 aracelsus; and be will perceive I admit 
4 the partial chemical powers which the gastric 
made me acquainted with the experiments 
; | by which the fact is proved, can, therefore, 
| be @ matter of small importance to any one 
a | but myself, though the probabilities are in 
. favour of a man’s not talking of things of 
great correctness with which your 
‘ are usually given, and the communi- 
ute. Neather did my language imply, di- | cation which has originated so angry a reply, 
rectly or indirectly, that Dr. Whiting was was hurriedly penned upon perusing those 
of that coagulation depended | reports. the gift of pro- 
‘ upon agency of life; the force of my|phecy, I could not have inferred that the 
4 uestion, both to him and Mr. Cooper,/| discussion was again to be resumed ; and 
i 
| 
| 
a 
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THE ANATOMY BILL, 


THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, May 30, 1829. 


’ Tar Anatomy Bill still lags in the House 
of Lords. No notice of the second reading 
has yet been given. It is so odious, so de- 
testable a measure, that no Peer seems dis- 
posed to soil his hands by touching it. Lord 
Malmesbury, during the week, has present- 
ed several petitions against it, and he has 
expressed his regret that such a Bill should 
have been brought into their Lordships’ 
House. We cannot yet believe that the 
Peers of England will give their-sanction to 
a law which inflicts on the bodies of the 
poor what the Legislature regards as the 
last mark of ignominy and degradation on 
the body of the murderer. Had the Bill 
been entitled, “ A Bill to prevent the duy- 
ing and selling of dead bodies ;” the mo- 
tives of its promoters out of the House 
could not have been impugned, and the 
motives of its supporters in the House 
would not, most likely, have been misrepre- 
sented. We repeat, for the fiftieth time, 
that the sa/e of a single body at Edinburgh 
for the paltry sum of four guineas, led to the 
murder of no less than the fifteen human 
beings. Horrible fact! And here is a Bill 
which is to protect the public against disin- 
terment, but not against murder. Are we 
not justified in asserting, that while the sale 
of human bodies is permitted under any cir- 
cumstances, there can be no security for 
the public? Should the Bill get through a 
second reading in the House of Lords, a, 
occurrence we cannot expect, we hope that 
both the members of the profession and the 
public will instantly take some step to ac- 
quaint the House with their opinions rela- 
tive to such diabolical enactment. The fact 
that the bodies of the poor and the murder- 
ed may be sold, is surely sufficient to rouse 
the indignation of the public; and the 
rider, a copy of which we now lay before 
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our readers, is surely sufficient to rouse the 

indignation of the profession. 

Applicants for Licences to keep Dissecting 
Schools in certain Cases, to produce Cer- 
tificate of Competency, 

And be it enacted, That every party who 
shall apply for a licence to keep a dissecting- 
school, not being a keeper of a dissecting- 
school at the time of the passing of this Act, 
shall produce to the said Commissioners a 
certificate that he has undergone an exami- 
nation in practical anatomy before examin- 
ers, to be appointed by one of the conro- 
rations in England or Scotland authorised 
by law to grant medical or surgical degrees 
or diplomas, and that he has been adjudged 
by such examiners COMPETENT TO TEACH 
ANATOMY ; and in case examiners shall not 
be appointed for such purpose by any such 
corporation, to which any such party shall 
apply to be examined, or in case examiners 
so appointed shall neglect or refuse to ex- 
amine the party so applying, then the said 
Commissioners shal! appoint examiners to 
judge of the fitness of the party to teach 
anatomy ; and every such examination as 
aforesaid shall be open to, and may be at- 
tended by such Commissioners, and to and 
by any physician or surgeon, or any student 
in medicine or surgery. 

It will be recollected that the Bill, as at 
first introduced tothe House, gave the Col- 
lege no power whatever over the licences ; 
but now, it seems, the teacher of anatomy 
is to obtain two licences, and one of these 
from a College of Physicians or Surgeons ; 
for, in truth, the certificate amounts to nei- 
ther more nor less than a licence, because 
the ordeal which the candidate will have to 
undergo before he can procure it, is precisely 
that which the College would have imposed 
for the licence. Sir Astley Cooper, Mr. 
Guthrie, and Mr, Keate, petitioned the 
House of Commons against the Bill, and 
prayed to be heard by counsel; but a “ con- 
ference”’ having taken place between these 
gentlemen and two or three memBens, the 
petitioners consented to waive their hosti- 
lity if the above clause were introduced. 


The compromise. reflects disgrace on the 
whole of the parties. It is, indeed, modest 
in Sir A. Cooper, who has two nephews and 


an apprentice lecturing at Guy's Hospital, 
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a nephew lecturing in Aldersgate Street, and 
a godson lecturing at St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
to require that those lecturers who may wish 
to oppose his lecturers should first ob- 
tain from the same Sir Astley Cooper cer- 
tificates of their competency. Should the 
bill with this rider pass, no foreigner, how- 
ever celebrated, not even Mecket, could 
establish himself in this town, without first 
submitting to an examination before the 
miserable creatures who compose the Coun- 
cil in Lincoln’s Inn Fields. What is the 
object of the examination now instituted at 
the College, if it be not to ascertain a can- 
didate’s knowledge of his profession. If a 
man be qualified to practise, surely that 
knowledge which would render him capable, 
is sufficient to warrant him ir attempting 
to teach, But there is a vast difference be- 
tween possessing information, and possessing 
the ability to communicate it ; and no exa- 
mination which the College can institute, 
will be sufficient to prove, that a man must 
become a successful teacher. We ate 50 
thoroughly disgusted with this rider, and at 
the manner in which it las been introduced, 
that we shall not, at present, say another 
word on the subject, but leave the profes- 
sion to form their own conclusions. 


Mavy of oor readers must have seen’ in 
the newspapers of October last, an account 
of a case of alleged mal-practice in mid- 
wifery at Liverpool. We did not notice the 
affair at the time, because we were unable 
to obtain that kind of information which 
alone could enable us to form a correct or 
impartial opinion, and further, because at 
that period there was a chance that an 
important judicial proceeding would be 
the result of the charge in question. We 
have now the whole of the documents con- 
nected with this transaction before us, and 
being in possession of the statements of 
each party, we will, in afew words, present 


our readers with the chief features of the 
case. 

Ellen Read was taken in labour on Wed- 
nesday the 17th September, 1828. .Mr. 
Jeffrey, a surgeon of Liverpool, had been 
engaged to atteud her, but as he was eb- 
sent, Mr. Kelly, also a surgeon of the same 
town, was sent for. ‘This latter gentleman, 
being in attendance on another case of mid- 
wifery, his assistant, Mr, Scanton, officiated 
in his stead. On Mr. Scanton’s arrival about 
one o’clock on Thursday morning, he found 
the labour taking its regular and natural 
course, and the os uteri dilated to the size 
of a crown piece. Towards seven o'clock, 
the pains became languid, and the patient 
he sent for Mr. Kelly, who states, that 
en his arrival he found the os uteri fully 
dilated, and the head of the child lying low 
in the pelvis. Mr. Davies, another surgeon 
of Liverpool, arrived about the same time, 
between nine and ten o'clock, on the morn- 
ing of September the 18th. In consultation, 
a full dose of laudanum was prescribed. At 
noon, the patient was again visited by Mr. 
Kelly ; she had had no rest, and the pains 
of rye was now given. Mr. Scanton con- 
tinued with the patient the whole of the 
day. Ateight o'clock in the evening, Mr. 
Kelly was again summoned. The patient 
had become much exhausted, was obliged 
to be lifted in and out of bed; was feverish ; 
the pulse weak and frequent; the vagina 
tender, hot, and dry ; the head of the child 
pressing on the perineum, with a severe pro- 
lapsus of the anus. «Mr. Kelly requested 
the attendance of his friend Mr. Wood, an 
intelligent surgeon, with whom it was agreed, 
in consultation, to be absolutely necessary 
to apply the forceps. With the concurrence 
of the patient, her relatives and friends in 
attendance, recourse was had to them ; and 
in somewhat less than a quarter of an hour, 
the suffering patient was delivered of a very 
large living child: the infant survived nine 


| 
| 


- 


LIVERPOOL Law. 275 


weeks. All parties appeared perfectly sa- 
tisfied, and Mrs. Read expressed her gra- 
titude to Mr. Kelly, for having relieved her 
from her agonies. 

On the following morning, between nine 
and ten o'clock, the patient was visited by 
Mr. Kelly and Mr. Wood. She had passed 
no urine, and her bowels were confined, but 
there was neither tenderness of abdomen 
nor fever. Mr. Kelly directed a dose of 
castor oil to be taken immediately, and fo- 
mentations to be applied to the abdomen and 
pudendum. Mr.Kelly then left, requesting to 
de sent for in the afternoon, if the patient in 
she mean time did not pass her urine. He- 
seceived no message, and therefore did not 
call again until the following morning, Sa- 
turday, when he learned, that shortly after 
his departure on the preceding day, Mr. 
Jeffrey had visited the patient, be having 
returned to Liverpool. An alvine evacua- 
tion having beet produced in the iuterval 
which occurred between the visits of Mr. 
Kelly and Mr. Jeffrey, the latter gentleman 
countermanded the castor oil, Mr. Kelly 
did not see the patient again, and she was 
regularly attended by Mr. Jeffrey. At six 
o'clock on Saturday morning, this gentle- 
man was sent for to pass the catheter, as 
the patient had not evacuated her urine, 
and was in great pain, On the 2ist, symp- 
toms of inflammation became alarming, when 
Dr. Renwick was consulted, who, with 
Mr. Jeffrey, continued to attend until the 
25th, when she expired, seven days from Ler 
delivery. 

- About a fortnight after the interment 
of the body, the Mayor of Liverpool re- 
geived an anonymous letter, which stated, 
abat ‘‘ Mrs. Read had died in child-bed in 
consequence of improper treatment, and 
tbat she had been attended in her lying-in 
by Mr. Davies, Mr. Kelly, and Mr. Scanton, 
surgeons.” The worthy mayor knowing 
nothing of such matters, handed the letter 
to a person as wise as himself, a Mr. Bold, 


Bailiff and Coroner for the Borough, 


gentleman, with characteristic sagacity, sent 
for Mr. Davies, one of the surgeons who had 
attended the patient, and directed him to 
cause the body to be disinterred and exa- 
mined by ‘‘ competent persons ;” this was 
done on the same evening, and the ‘‘ com- 
petent persons” who conducted the exami-« 
nation were, Mr. Dawson, Dr. Renwick, 
Mr. Jeffrey, and Mr. Davies, the three last 
mentioned gentlemen having attended the 
patient during her illness. On Tuesday, 
Oct. 14, an Inquest was held before the above- 
named Coroner, and the Jury, after an hour’s 
deliberation, returned a verdict of Man- 
slaughteragainst Mr, Bernard Scanton!! who 
was taken into custody and committed to gaol 
where he was kept in close confinement for 
six weeks, and then liberated without 
having been brought to trial! A Bill was 
then laid before the Grand Jury against Mr, 
Ketty, which, of course, was ignored ; 
thus he was accused without being brought 
to trial, and like Mr, Scanton, had no op. 
portunity of proving his innocence! 

Such are the chief facts connected with 
this most extraordinary transaction. The 
few remarks we have to offer, we shall di- 
vide into two parts, The first will refer to 
the transactions up to the period of the*re- 
ceipt of the anonymous letter by the mayor ; 
and the second, to the occurrences which 
happened subsequently to the receipt of 
that letter, In justice to Mr. Kelly, then, 
we feel it our duty to state, and without the 
least hesitation, that we cannot discover the 
slightest ground whereon to rest an accu- 
sation of either rashness or ignorance 
against him, The female attendants state, 
that the child was delivered with scarcely 
any pain to the mother, and that she ex- 
pressed deep gratitude to the operator; 
of the medical gentlemen who were present, 
and assisted Mr. Kelly, Mr. Wood, a gen- 
tleman of excellent education, and of very 
considerable experience in his profession, 
has distinctly sworn, that the forceps were 
used by Mr. Kelly in a most careful and 
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scientific manner; that their employment 
was absolutely necessary, and no operation 
‘could have been better performed ; and the 
females present have also sworn, that the 
patient during the application of the forceps 
did not complain of pain, and that the deli- 
very in this case had been effected with 
much less suffering than in most of the other 
cases they had witnessed, where no instru 
ment had been employed.—Mr. Jerrrey 
commenced his attendance on the day after 
delivery ; at six o'clock on the Saturday 
morning, it was found necessary to pass a 
catheter for the first time ; the patient up 
‘to that period, thirty-four hours, not having 
evacuated the contents of her bladder: she 
was then, it appears, in great pain. On 
the @ist, there were symptoms indicative 
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body having received the rights of sepul- 
ture, the relatives of the unfortunate woman 
were resigned to the visitation of Providence, 
and not a complaint was heard against 
the medical attendants,—no accusation of 
MAL- PRACTICE against any of the surgeons- 
Such was the atate of feeling, up to even @ 
fortnight after the funeral, when lo! the 
Mayor then received an anonymous letter, in 
which it was stated, that Mrs. Read had been 
destroyed by the use of instruments ; and we 
now come to the consideration of the second 
part of this extraordinary affair. The Mayor, 
probably, was right in handing over to tlie 
Coroner, a letter which involved a question 
connected with the death of a human being- 
But what ought to have been the conduct of 
the Coroner, on receiving that document? 


of severe internal inflammation, and Dr, We shall probably see by-and-bye. This 
Renwick was called in, who attended until | person, on receiving the cuenymces epistle 
from the Mayor, sent for Mr. Davies one of 
the accused parties, and directed that gen- 
Ueman “ to cause the body to be disinterred, 
and to be examined by comprrent persons,” 
and the ‘* competent persons” selected by 


she died, on the 25th. This gentleman swore, 
before the Coroner, that ‘ he considered 
Mr. Jeffrey to have done every thing that 
was requisite.” We should, it is true, have 
been better satisfied, had we seen a more 
minute statement of the treatment adopted 
by Mr. Jeffrey, and, probably, if the cathe- 
ter had been introduced some hours earlier, 
the chance of a recovery might have been 
slightly increased. However, taking the 
whole of the circumstances into considera- 
tion, we cannot perceive that the profes- 
sional conduct of either Mr. Kelly, Mr. 
Jeffrey, Mr. Wood, or Mr. Scanton, de- 
serves the slightest censure or animadver. 
sion. The unfortunate woman evidently 
had a most severe labour, which terminated 
with loss of life, notwithstanding every ex- 
ertion on the part of the medical practi- 
tioners to avert the fatal catastrophe ; and 
may we not ask, have not hundreds of wo- 
men expired in a shorter time after deli- 
very, and with whom there bad been nei- 
ther delay nor the employment of instru- 
ments? Every accoucheur of experience, 
and acquainted with the history of his pro- 
fession, must answer in the affirmative. The 


Mr. Davies, were, nimsetr, one of the 
surgeons who attended Mrs. Read during 
her labour, and one of the parties accused in 
the anonymous letter ; Dr. Renwick, who at- 
tended Mrs. Read after her delivery ; Mr. 
Jeffery, the gentleman who attended her 
from the day subsequent to her delivery, up 
to the period of her death ; and Mr. Dawson, 
apparently a disinterested person, and whom 
we believe to be a highly respectable prac- 
titioner, but whose evidence on this occa 
Sion, we may at once dismiss, as it goes for 
nothing, he having sworn before the Coroner, 
that “on the examination of the body, he 
could not say, whether the instruments had 
been used unskilfully or not.” This being 
the honest declaration of Mr. Dawson, one 
must suppose, that it would have had 
sufficient weight with the jury, to induce 
them to bring in some other verdict than that 
of manslaughter! But who were the other 


— examined at the Inquest, besides 
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thoge already named? Mrs, Lytham, the 
mother of the deceased, who makes nothing 
in the shape of an accusation against any 
one! Turrerore the Jury returned a ver- 
dict of manslaughter against Mr. Barnarp 
Scanton, upon the evidence of three of the 
medical gentlemen who had attended the 
patient, two of whom had attended her ex- 
clusively, from the day after delivery up to 
the period of her death, and the other hed 
been consulted between nine and ten o'clock 
on the day of delivery. Strange to say, 
although this was the verdict, there was no* 
in the published report of the proceedings 
of the Coroner's Inquest, a word to prove 
that Mr. Scanton had given the patient even 
a single dose of physic, or that he had once 
touched her with any instrument whatever! 
It was proved, indeed, that the forceps were 
applied by Mr. Kelly, which was sufficient 
to induce this Liverpool jury to bring in a 
verdict of manslaughter against Mr. Ban- 
warp Scanron, who, on the Coroner's war- 
rant, was confined six weeks in Lancaster 
Castle! In our opinion, he ought to have 
indicted some of the parties for a conspiracy. 
Here is a non-medical coroner for you! 
Here an intelligent jury! The sun ought 
not to shine on a place in which such 
fools exist. Mr. Bold’s charge to the jury 
must have been a curious performance. 
A verdict of manslaughter against Mr, Bar- 
nard Scanton! As well might the boobies 
have brought in such a verdict against the 
man in the moon. , 

How did it happen that Mr. Davies, one 
of the three persons accused in the anony- 
mous letter, was selected by this very clever 
and ingenious Coroner, to appoint the 
« competent persons” to examine the body ? 
Again, how did it happen that Mr. Da- 
vies required the attendance of Mr. Jeffrey 
and Dr, Reuwick, and yet altogether neg- 
lected to request the presence of Messrs, 
Kelly, Wood, and Scanton? There is some- 
thing very odd, not to say suspicious, con- 
nected with this part of the business. At 


all events, such conduct was neither liberal 


nor just. But in what terms can we ade- 
quately convey a correct opinion of the 
manner in which the Coroner discharged 
his duty. Was the man a supple tool in the 
hands of some designing knave or knaves, 
or is he a mere imbecile? Mark : he re- 
ceived a letter containing an accusation 
against three persons; he thought the sub- 
ject demanded investigation, and accordingly 
selected one of the accused persons to ap- 
point the examiners, An inquest was held ; 
and, at that inquest, one of the accused in- 
dividuals was permitted to give evidence 
against the other two. If the Coroner 
thought it right to consult Mr. Davies, why 
did he not also think it right to consult Mr. 
Kelly and Mr. Scanton? Let him answer 
this question, In the mean time we must 
tell him, that such conduct is not consistent 
with the due administration of justice. Had 
the Coroner, in this instance, been educated 
to the mepicat profession, and had he con- 
sulted, as he ought to have done, the whole 
of the practitioners who attended the pa- 
tient, instead of confining his inquiries to one 
of the accused parties, we are persuaded 
that no disinterment of the body would have 
taken place, that the relatives of Mrs. Read 
would have been spared much unnecessary 
suffering, and the profession the scandal of 
such a proceeding. There is not the slight- 
est ground for believing that the patient 
was improperly treated by either prac- 
titioner, and we earnestly recommend Mr. 
Jeffrey and Mr. Kelly to shake each other 
heartily by the hand, and henceforth to 
avoid, as they would Beelzebub, every Non; 
Mepicat Coroner. 


HUMBUG. 


Joe Burns presents his compliments to 
the Editor of Tae Lancer, and begs to call 
his attention to the enclosed paragraphs. 
No. I, he extracted from the “ puff column ” 
in the Chronicle of Monday last, and the 
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MILLS ON THE LUNGS, &e. 


other has bees penned by a friend, and for- 
warded to the Post; but as they have a 
smack of the medical, and are a tolerable 
match, J. B. would like much to see them in 
a page of his favourite Journal. 


No. I, 
From the Morning Chronicle. 

The Duke of Devoysnine’s grand party 
on Friday evening, at Devonshire House, 
and Mr. Perricrew’s Conversazioni in 
Sayille-street, on Wednesday evening, were 
the most celebrated and numerous assem- 
blages during the week. At the former, 
were all the distinguished persons of rank 
and fashion in the metropolis; and at the 
latter, most of the eminent philosophers and 
literary men. Many rare articles were 
shown at Mr. Perricrew’s, which we have 
not room to specify. 


No. Il. 
Intended for the Post. 


His Mayesry’s grand party on Monday 
evening at Windsor Castle, and Mr. Pie's. 
Starve, out in Boot-lane, were the only as- 
semblages worthy of notice during the 
week. At the former were all the most 
ancient of the nobility, and at the latter, 
most the eminent philosophers of 
Hounsditch and the Minories. Many rare 
specimens were exhibited by Mr. P., 
among which were the bones of a shoulder, 
showing the effects of an unreduced disloca- 
tion of that joint—a MS. copy of an honest 
and impartial speech on “ unprofessional 
conduct”—a patient, (very rare,) &c. &c, 


REVIEW OF MILLS ON MORBID APPEAR- 
ances, 


(Concluded from p. 250.) 


We must, however,extricate ourselves from 
this metaphysical episode, forced upon us by 
a silly application of analogy, by which any, 
or every thing, might be satisfactorily proved 
to those unacquainted with its fallacy, and 
find a temporary relief from the labyrinths 
of logic, in a case of recovery from phthisis, 
for Dr. Mills has his cases of recovery, as 
well as of death, from this fatal malady. 


tive Medicines to Wine and Cordials.— 
Feb. 20, 1822. Mrs, ——, wtat. 49, is 


pale, weak, and emaciated; sight imper- 


fect; speech inarticulate ; pulse feeble, fre- 
quent, and irregular ; skin cool and constriet- 
ed; tongue white; breathing oppressed. 
This lady has been living on a low diet, and 
has been using the tincture of digitalis for 
the cute of —— consumption, under 
which she been labouring for many 
months, Omit the digitalis, and give sp: 
wine. Haust aromat. Feb, 2ist. Was re- 
vived by the wine ; cough not quite so ttou- 
blesome ; expectoration of a reenish yel- 
low; breathing less r ; nO pain in 
the side or chest; pulse 120; some rest ; 
bedy constipated ; complexion sallow. Pil. 
hyd. cum. ex, col. C.; mist. acaciz c. tinct, 
opii pro tussi; chicken broth and mulled 
wine. Feb. 26th. Thinks herself stronger, 
and says her cough and breathing are re- 
lieved ; pulse 116, more regular; dejec- 
tions yellow and ish; urine turbid. 
Takes chicken, and three or four glasses.of 
claret daily. Contr. med. Feb, 30th. Re- 
freshed and strengthened by the meat and 
wine ; better rest; feces saffron- 
urine lateritious. Is able, with a litle as- 
sistance, to walk about ber room. The 
temperature of her chamber is 60° to 61° 
Fahrenheit. Contr. omoia, March 12th. 
Gradual amendment; cough abated; ex- 
pectoration cream-coloured, and sinks in 
water; hectic fever diminishing. Contr. 
March 30th. Takes wine, flesh meat, and 
animal broths or jellies daily. Says she is 
stronger: to relieve languor or oppression, 
takes occasionally the hartshorn or camphor 
mixture. April 20th, The romcely of flesh 
and strength is slow, but gradual ; hectic 
fever abated. May 10th. Gradual improve- 
ment ; seldom requires any aperient ; cough 
not troublesome. June 16th. Has taken an 
airing in a carriage ; an irregular low fever 
is still present, which, she says, is 
nished by the use of wine and water, or by 
a drive into the country. July 10th. Was 
able to undertake a journey of seventy miles: 
is now in the west of Ireland, where she is 
recovering flesh and strength. 

“* Commentary.—When first called on to 
visit this patient, her pulse was preternatu- 
rally slow, her countenance pale, her eye 
fixed, and her speech inarticulate. The ex- 
tremities were cold, the emaciation was 
considerable, and there was every appear- 
ance of approaching dissolution. Under these 
circumstances, I recommended wine and 
a cordial draught ; on the day following, the 
_ was improved, and the energies of the 

art and nervous system were, in some de- 


gree, restored. The emaciation and faintish- 
ness were ascribed to a low diet and the 
use of digitalis; a diet more nutritious was 
therefore allowed, and the digitalis discon- 
tinued; and as the wine already taken 
seemed to agree with the constitution, and 
to promote appetite and spirits, and as it 
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iM nulis, in consequence of a change from a 
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increased the cough nor burried the 
iration, it was administered daily in 
moderate quantity. Opiates procured rest, 
eased the cough, and did not check expecto- 
ration. In this case, moderate doses of the 
pil. hyd. and ex. col. C., or of rhubarb and 
magnesia, were sufficient to keep the bowels 
free, and these were only occasionally ex- 
hibited, while, in the former case, from the 
torpidity of the abdominal viscera, it was 
necessary to give active purgatives daily. 
The heat of apartments was preserved 
ata temperature from 60° to 61°, There 
was no eccession of fever from the use of 
fiesh meat, animal jellies, or wine. Mrs, —— 
is now in the west of Ireland, where she 
enjoys a tolerable share of health. Feb. 
‘1824.—This patient lived nearly three years 
after the time I first saw her.” p. 139. 


Alas! for the cure of phthisis. This re- 
covery, we fear, may be added to the illus- 
trious record of Mr. John St. John Long's 
‘convalescents. The very title of the case, 
pulmonary consumption cured by mulled 
wine and chicken broth,” leaves a doubt 
whether to attribute its publication to the 
h allucimation of the public or that of the 
author. In the report of the case, which is 
miserably defective as a description of the 
pathognomonic symptoms of confirmed con- 
sumption, there are no morbid indications 
stated, which are not occasionally found in 
the aggravated forms ofchronic catarrh. That 
.the case was one of this kind, ia which 
_abstinence was assisted by the poisonous in- 
fluence of digitalis, we have scarcely a doubt. 
When Dr. Mills was called in, the lady was, 
in fact, dying of inanition and of foxglove ; 
this we conceive to have been her condi- 
tion, from the immediate relief afforded by 
_stimulants, and the omission of digitalis ; 
for it could not possibly be supposed, that 
under any treatment or favourable circum- 
stances of the disease, that convalescence 
could have been produced by a generous 
diet, aided by squill mixture! We do not 
deny, that recoveries have been effected 
from tubercular phthisis; there are many 
such well-attested cases on record ; but we 
demur against the supposition, that such re- 
coveries have been effected by any known 
medicine, or dietetic treatment. They are, 
in fact, entirely attributable to the power, in- 
herent in some constitutions, of freeing them- 
selves from tubercles, as they are of other 
diseases, by suppuration and cicatrisation ; 
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trised ulcers in the lungs of this patient after 
her death, could convince us that she la- 
boured under phthisis pulmonalis, at the 
time of her supposed recovery by Dr. Mills. 
These opinions we might severally corrobo- 
rate by an examination of the symptoms de- 
tailed in the report; but we must waive all 
further proofs of our views, to make room 
for Dr. Mills’s concluding estimate of the 
nature and treatment of pulmonary consump- 
tion:— 


“ The existence of lymphatic glands in 
the lungs, (the has not 
been proved, but none deny the existence 
of lymphatic vessels. What are lymphatic 
glands but a congeries of lymphatic vessels, 

joined together by cellular texture? In the 

bronchiz and mesentery they are visible in 

a state of health; in the cervix, axilla, 
groins, arms, &c., they are visible only in a 
state of disease, and then they are denomi- 
nated scrofulous glands; so it is with the 
lungs, they, too, abound with lymphatic ves- 
sels and glands, but these are only apparent 
when enlarged by disease, and then they 
are designated scrofulous tubercles; and 
whether in the lungs or the neck, they pre- 
sent the same sympt and appearances, 
In a state of inflammation, we find heat, 
swelling, fugitive pains, accompanied by 
fever, high or low, according to the extent 
and number of the lymphatics affected ; in a 
state of suppuration, a cheesy, curdy, or 
lympho-purulent matter ; it appears, then, 
that these tumours in the neck, axilla, and 
lungs, though differently named, are no 
more than diseased lymphatic vessels, or 
evolved lymphatic glands ; now, as in cases 
of inflammation of parts supplied with blood- 
vessels, a certain mode of tre>*nent is often 
adopted with success, why not pursue the 
same practice in inflammation of the |ym- 
phatics, making due allowance for the diffe- 
rence of structure and function of the ves- 
selsand textures affected? Why bleed, blis- 
ter, and prescribe aperients, mercurials, an- 
timonials, and a low regimen in the one case, 
and a full diet, wine, bark, and chalybeates 
in the other? The reason is, that the dis- 
ease of the lymphatics is called scrofula, and 
scrofula i d to be a disease of debi- 


tical consequences, lete with mischief. 
No doubt scrofula often a in the 
young and debilitated, but it not as 
often appear in the strong and robust? 
Look atthe peasant and soldier of these 
countries, more especially in the northern 
districts, and in many, perhaps, even in the 
majority, will be found marks of scrofula in 
the neck, axilla, or in other parts of the 


and nothing less than the detection of cica- 
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seen a braver, or a more robust and hardy 
race?» It. is true-we daily witness this dis- 
ease in the ricketty, the puny, ‘and debili- 
tated, but then we see it in all its virulence, 
and in its advanced stage ; but, let us only 
look back a few months or years, and con. 
trast the then lively looks and healthy air 
of the individual who now appears before us, 
wan, dejected, emaciated, and does it not 
rove that the health was broken down by 
isease induced or developed, and subse- 
quently, as too often happens, neglected or 
mismanaged? Does it not further show, that 
the views taken of this complaint are ill 
founded and visionary? The digestive or- 
gans,itis said, are weak ; why then oppress 
and stimulate them by animal food and fer- 
mented liquors, and give them a task they 
are not able to perform? The secretions 
are deficient and vitiated, and the bowels 
torpid ; is this the time to administer bark, 
steel, carbonate of lime, remedies which, 
under such circumstances, are calculated to 
check the secretions, and aggravate the dis- 
ease, which uently becomes 
tracted and difficult of cure: from its long 
continuance, the body is still more debili- 
tated, and, when the mesenteric glands are 
inflamed or suppurated, the fountain of nu- 
trition is, as it were, dried up: in such a 
case, to order a full diet and tonic medi- 
cines, is losing sight of the disease, and 
prescribing for its effects, hence the nume- 
rous failures and the despair of practitioners, 
as to finding any remedy for the cure of 
scrofula, and hence the deformities, or 
death, so often observed to follow its at- 
tacks. This complaint, when occurring in 
the lungs, is called scrofulous or tubercular 
hthisis ; these epithets are objectionable, 
ause associated with the idea of debi- 
lity, or of some undefined acrimony of the 
fluids, they give rise to a practice wavering 
and injurious: the main object is to disée- 
ver its nature, for this ascertained, the 
treatment will be scientific, and, if not suc- 
cessful, will be innoxious. Were | allowed 
to form an opinion on this subject, grounded 
on observation and experience, I would say 
that the scrofulous tubercles of the lungs 
are lymphatic vessels, or a congeries of 
lymphatic vessels, called glands, in a state 
of inflammation and suppuration, conse- 
quently that the epithet lymphatic would be 
more appropriate, as it at once expresses the 
seat and nature of the disorder, and direct 
the practitioner to a rational mode of treat- 
ment.” P- 121. 


There is scarcely an opinion advanced in 
this pathological manifesto, which is not of 
the most questionable kind, and which, if 
true, really belongs to Dr. Mills. Our space, 
however, does not permit us to exanipe its 
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data and deductions respectively ; we must 
merely remark, that its whole tendency is 
to prove that phthisis is a disease of the 
lymphatics, and that every fact and analogy 
is strained to answer the purposes of this 
theory. This, no doubt, may be the case, 
but we are neither satisfied with the style of 
the proof, nor with the statements on which 
it is founded. The point to which we wish 
to turn attention, at present, on this sub- 
ject, is the extreme disingenuousness of ad- 
vancing a doctrine as original, and of which 
Dr. Mills appears to think very highly, 
when he must have been well aware, that it 
was as old as Syivius, Hipfer, and Tralles, 
and is the identical theory preached at this 
very moment by that “ new light” in me- 
dicine—the redoubtable Broussais, of Val de 
Grace. In borrowing a doctrine of so much 
importance as Dr. Mills represents this to be, 
| he ought surely to have given the credit of 
invention to the proper owner; -and, on 
‘the other band, in opposing it to the well- 
| known views of Laennec, who, we believe, 
| is now followed on this subject by the ma- 
|jority of the profession, Dr. Mills should 
have at least condescended to notice the 
discrepancy of opinion between them, if he 
had not evdeavoured to afford more sub. 
stantial reasons for his dissent. Upon this 
subject Laennec is positive, as he states at 
the conclusion of his able and eloquent dis- 
eussion on phthisis, that We are autho- 
rised to conclude, that tubercles are not the 
production of any one of the constituent 
textures of the lungs,” but rather the result 
of the general condition of the body. We 
are convinced there is as little ground for 
supposing tubercles to be diseased lympha- 
ties, as there was for believing them to be 
** inorganic mucus” with Dr. Rush ; ** ob- 
stracted exhalants” with Dr. Reid ; “* hyda- 
tids” with Dr. Baron; ‘“‘ a secretion of 
cellular substance in a state of sanguineous 
congestion,” with Lombard ; or, in fact, any 
of the other bundred textures put forward 
from time to time as the seat or substance 
of tubercles. We now come to the fourth 
and concluding section of Dr. Mills’s labours, 
containing cases and dissections of diseases 
of the heart. In the introduction to this 
part of the volume, be takes an opportunity 
of remarking the frequency of confounding 
cardiac with nervous affections—the error of 


treating these inflammatory complaints of 
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the heart, by tonics and stimulating diet— 
the mistake of attributing angina pectoris to 
an ossification of the coronary arteries of the 
heart, never having met with these arteries 
in this condition—the contemporaneous ap- 
pearance of rheumatism of the joints with 
complaints of the heart, requiring the most 
active treatment when accompanied by dis- 
tress of breathing—and, lastly, the compa- 
rative prevalence of inflammation as a cause 
of the diseases of the heart, over every other 
source of derangement in this organ. We 
must again claim an exemption from the 
duty of pointing out in detail the diseases to 
which these observations refer ; they are by 
no means very clearly described in the text, 
and we conceive we can accomplish our 
purpose by the transcription of a single 
case :— - 

Case and Dissection — Considerable 
Enlargement and Inflammation of the 
Heart, Hydrops Pericardii, &c.—Jan. 10, 
1819. Mr.D » wtat. 56, has been ill 
six months, during which time he complained 
of the following symptoms : dyspnea, shoot- 
ing pains in the heart, oppression and pal- 
pitation feverishness, cough attended by 
mucous expectoration, sometimes tinged 


with blood, fugitive pains throughout the | 


thorax, and, latterly, an acute pain in the 
lower part of the sternum, which comes on 
at uncertain periods every second day, 
every day, or oftener, and is frequently ac- 
companied by pain in the biceps muscle of 
the left arm, and by a sense of suffocation 
or faintishness. Some weeks before death 
there was orthopnea, and the pulse was 
weak and intermitting ; at different periods 
he complained of pains and uneasiness in 
the stomach and bowels, of flatulence, 
acidity, and occasionally of nausea and vo- 
miting; towards the close of the attack, 
dysenteric symptoms made their appearance, 
and there was considerable throbbing of the 
arteries of the head, neck, and temples. At 
the onset, this attack was called nervous; 
and bark, wine, and tonics were adminis- 
tered; subsequently, a different view was 
taken of the disease, and the remedies em- 
ployed were aperients, blisters, blood-let- 
ting, digitalis, anodynes, &c.—Jan. 11th. 
Dissection by Mr. M‘Namara and Mr. Hyde. 
Stomach and intestines considerably dis- 
tended with flatus. Several patches of a 
florid colour are observed upon the internal 
and external coats of the stomach, and these 
patches are thickened and pulpy. Spleen 
preternaturally vascular. Between the pleura 
pulmonalis and costalis of the right side, are 
numerous strong adhesions ; the right cavity 
contains about half a pint of serous fluid ; in 


the right is. found a large quantity of 
mucus tin 

is hepatised, and adherent to the diaphragm. 
Left lung healthy ; in the left cavity are con- 
tained four ounces of a watery fluid. Heart 
nearly thrice its natural size ; it fills upa 
considerable portion of the under the 
sternum. Pericardium contains about three 
ounces of a serous fluid ; its coats, external 
and internal, bear marks of arterial excite- 
ment and venous congestion. The heart is 
florid and highly vascular ; the left auricle 
and ventricle are considerably larger than 
the right ; upon the left ventricle are two or 
three red and irregular patches of a grandu- 
lar feel; the valves are sound, those of the 
aorta excepted, which are hard and con- 
tracted. 

“* Commentary.— Here the first symptoms 
indicated inflammation of the heart, as pain, 
dyspnea, fever, palpitation, cough, and 
mucous expectoration ; next came on symp- 
toms of effusion into the cavities the 
chest; the lungs also exhibited marks of 
excitement and congestion, and while these 
morbid appearances serve to account for the 
phenomena referrible to the chest, they 
likewise show the nature of the disease, and 
the remedics that should have been em- 
ployed. To the inflamed and congested 
condition of the stomach and small intes- 
tines, we may ascribe the nausea and vo- 
miting, the dysenteric affection, &c. In 
this instance, symptoms of angina pectoris 
presented themselves, yet on dissection 
there was found no ossification of the coro- 
nary arteries.” p. 209. 

We expected to be able to balance the 
account of this and the other fatal cases of 
diseases of the heart, with which this por- 
tion of the volume abounds, by one of reco- 
very from chronic inflammation of that organ ; 
but we perceive we have far exceeded our 
limits, and must endeavour to introduce, in 
our remaining space, Dr. Mills's defence 
against that exclusion of reference to other 
writers, by which his book is so superemi- 
nently characterised :— 


“If,” he says, in a note, “ it be now 
asked, how comes it to pass, that in the 
course of this work no extracts have been 
made from the writings of such celebrated 
pathologists as Morgagni, Baillie, Corvi- 
sart, &c,? the reply is, the writings of these 
eminent persons are in the hands of every 
studeht ; and many are of opinion, that ex- 
tracts rather tend to confuse the reader, than 
illustrate or confirm the views of the author, 
and frequently render a work too volumi- 
nous ; besides, such a plan would have been 
foreign to the purpose of the present under- 
taking, which was, to give solely the result 
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of my own observation and experience, and 
to submit it, with all its faults, to the judg- 
ment and candour of the public: to this 
purpose I have steadily red; i have 
consulted only the book of Nature, that pure 
and fertile source of al! that is useful, and of 
all that is beautiful and great.” 


These may appear very satisfactory rea- 
sons to Dr. Mills for omitting the labours 
of other writers ; but we fear they will not 
appear so to many of his readers. Deeply 
as he is impressed with the importance of 
consulting the ** book of nature,” alone, the 
fruit of these exclusive consultations indi- 
cate, that so far as the public were con- 
cerned, the publication of his conferences 
with Nature might have been spared. Had 
he consulted some books of art instead of 
these monitors, a little reflection, would 
have enabled him to arrive at the obvious 
‘truth, thet, to travel over the ground ex- 
plored by previoas enterprise, is not to ex- 
tend the boundarics of scientific discovery ;— 
and that to assume the merit of originality 
in these secondary excursions, by suppress- 
jog the names of those adventurers who 
smoothed the path and led the way, isan 
imposture without the prospect of any pos- 
sible fame, because of the certain detection 
which must attend it. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON. 
“DISTRIBUTION OF PRIZES TO THE MEDICAL 
STUDENTS. 
‘Tre medical session of the London Uni- 
versity closed on Saturday the 23d, with a 


-distribution of medals, honours, and books, 


ore those students whose acquiremeats 
ved them, on competition, to be deserv- 
the reward. The scene was one of an 


extremely gratifying nature, and mast have | Th 


-been peculiarly so to those ——— by 
whose exertions this admirable institution 
hhas been brought to its present eminence. 
The distribution took place in one of the 
lecture rooms, in the presence of more than 
800 persons. The Marquis of Lansdowne 
took the chair, and at tlre table on the floor 
of the theatre sat many noblemen and gen- 
tlemen of distinction ; amongst them were 
the Duke of Somerset, Lord Auckland, Lord 
King, Lord Sandon, Lord Ebrington, Mr. 
Brougham, and Mr. Thomas Moore. The 
entrance of Mr. Brougham was very loudl 

cheered. The medical professors ranged 
themselves on each side the Chair. 


The noble Chairman opened the business 
of the meeting with a few words ex 
tory of its object, after which the Warden 
stated the nature of the prizes, and the course 
which would be pursued in their distribu- 
tion. A series of questions had been pre- 
pared by each of the professors for the par- 
ticular class over which he presided, a copy 
of which wes given to each competitor on 
oceasion of their assembling in the exami- 
nation room on a previous day. The answers 
were written immediately, and without the 
opportunity of the student’s consulting re- 
ferences of any kind to assist his replies. 
To each answer a motto was attached, and it 
was then sealed without signature. These 
answers were collected by the — 
and taken by them separately private 
judgment. The same mottos, with signa- 
tures of the owners, were afterwards sealed 
and delivered to the Warden. ‘The disclo- 
sure of these was reserved for the present 
occasion, and on, the professors declaring 
the mottos which had been accompanied by 
the best answers, the notes in jon of 
the Warden were opened, and the name of 
the successful candidate announced. - Pre- 
vious to this proceeding the Warden stated, 
that the were not yet ready for de- 
livery, but that the students would receive 
certificates, entitling them to receive them 
on a future day. These were engraved and 
filled up at the time, and were signed by 
Lord Auckland, and some other member of 
the Council. 

A report from the medical professors to 
the Council, was also first read by Mr. 
Horner. It peg on the great advan- 
tages which the University presented, es- 
pecially by affording stadents the onpor- 
tunity of studying, under oae roof, all 
the branches of medical education ; stated 
the diligence of the students, and detailed 
the principles upon which the questions had 
been put, and the prizes awarded, The dis- 
tribution of the prizes then proceeded. They 
consisted of eight gold medals, and sixteen 
silver, the gift of the University, and some 
books, the private gifts of the Professors. 

e successful candidates were, 


Tn Professor Bexx’s class (Physiology) . 

Gold Medal.—Mr. George Atkinson, of 
Sheffield. 

First Silver Medal.—Mr. Robert Garner, 
of the Steffordshire Potteries. 

Second Silver Medal. —Mr. Benjamin 
Phillips, of Newport, Monmouthshire. 

In Professor Parrison’s (Anatomy). 

Gold Medal.—Mr. John Jones, of Kid- 


derminster. 
First Silver Medal.—Mr, Benjamin Phil- 
ps. 
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' Second Silver Medal.—Mr. Frederick 
ham, of Falmouth. 

r. Pattison highly complimented Mr. 
Jones on the answer he had given, a part of 
which he read to the meeting, and stated, 
that no anatomist could have given a better 
reply to the question put to him. ’ 

Tn Professor Bert's Surgery Class. 

Medal.—Mr, Benjamin 
irst Silver Medal —Mr. Thomas Hora- 
tius Cannan, of London. 
Second Silver Medal.—Mr. Robert Gar- 
ner. 


In Professor Conotry’s Class (Nature and 
Treatment of Diseases). 


Gold Medal.—Mr. George Atkinson. 

First Silver Medal.—Mr. W.M. Richards, 
of Norwood, in Surrey. . 

Second Silver Medal.—Mr, William Gill, 
of Nottingham. 


In Professor Davis's (Midwifery). 


Gold Medal.—Mr. George Atkinson. 

First Silver Medal.—Mr. Alfred Wain- 
house, of Halifax, Yorkshire. 

Second Silver Medal—Mr. Wm. G. S. 
Clack, of Clarendon Street, London. 

Dr. Davis remarked of the answer which 
had obtained the gold medal, that he doubt- 
ed whether Le could have replied to his own 
question with so much ability himself. It 
evinced immense application on the part of 
the student, whose > a of study this 
was in any medical . 


In Professor Tuouson’s (Materia Medica). 


Gold Medal.—Mr. Robert Garner. 
First Silver Medal.—Mr. Frederick Duck- 


Kam. 
Second Silver Medal.—Mr. George At- 
kinson 


Dr. Thomson stated, that the student to 
whom the gold medal was awarded, had 
done himself much honour by his reply, and 
that he had not only shown in it great me- 
Mory, great judgment, and the result of 
extreme application, but a knowledge much 
beyond that he could have been led to ex- 
pect from any student in the school. To 
these medals he also added some gifts of his 
own, as presents to Mr. Henry Cooper, of 
Tranby, Yorkshire, and Mr. William Bart- 

, of Great Bedwyn, Wilts, for the ex- 

of their answers to the same ques- 
tions. 


In Professor Turwer’s (Chemistry). 

Gold Medal.—Count Calhariz, of Lisbon, 
‘son of the Marquis Palmella, Portuguese 
Ambassador. 

First Silver Medal. —Mr, Edwin Jno. 
Queckett, of Langport, Somersetshire. 


Second Silver Medal.—Mr. Henry Plank, 
of London 


On the presentation of the certificate to 
Count Calheriz, Mr. Turner observed to the 
noble Chairman, that he believed if the 
students had themselves had the prizes to 
confer, that this was the gentleman to whom 
they would all bave given it. Chemistry 
was the only class connected with the pre- 
sent occasion, in which the young Count 
had been studying. And in testimony of 
the high merit of Mr. Henry Cooper, the 
professor awarded him a literary present 
as his own gift. 


In the Class of Practical Anatomy, J. R. 
Bewnert, Esq. Demonstrator, 


Gold Medal.—Mr. Benjamin Philli 

First Silver Medal.— Mr, Frederick 
Duckham. 

Second Silver Medal.—Mr. John Jones ; 
and a present of books, the gift of Mr, 
Bennett to Mr, Henry Cooper. 

The whole of the students received their 
presents! from the |Marquis of Lansdowne, 
amidst much applause from the audience. 

The names of the students to whom ho- 
nours had been assigned, and who were 
very numerous, were then read. One stu- 
dent, Mr. Henry Cooper, obtained honours 
in all the classes (seven) in which he had 
been a competitor, The medical students 
in the University during the session, 
amounted to 183 ; of these 65 competed for 
medals and honours, and 52 obtained them, 

The Chairman closed the meeting with a 
few observations on the interest voy | 
to the occasion, and expressed his hope 
the successful career of the students, ‘I 
should think it an injustice to the candidates 
who had not succeeded in their efforts,” 
said the noble Marquis in conclusion, “ if, 
after the opinions of the Professors with 
regard to them, I did not say, that I trust 
their failure will not operate as any discou- 
ragement to their future exertions. I urge 
them to persevere in their studies, because 
I am persuaded, from the litle | know of 
science, that the reward of medical studies 
are of all honours the most permanent and 
satisfactory ; and it is these studies which 
are likely to be attended with the most com- 
plete success. I hope that what has 
here this day, will operate as an incentive 
to all who have witnessed it, to assist by 
their efforts in the success of this institu- 
tion.” He thought that some compliment 
was due to the medical officers of the Uni- 
versity for their exertions; and, on the 
motion of Lord Auckland, seconded by Mr. 
Brougham, the thanks of the meeting were 
voted to them with applause, ~ 
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Tue earliest account of the subject of 
transfusion that 1 have met with, is in the 
seventh Number of the Philosophical Trans- 
actions, published in 1666, where, it ap- 
pears, that Christopher Wren proposed to 
the University of Oxford, that he thought 
he could readily contrive a way to convey 
any liquid immediately to the mass of cir- 
culating blood. The proposition being male, 
Boyle planned an apparatus for the pur 
of trying the experiment, the result of which 
was, that the effects of the poisons used by 
them, and carried directly into the circula- 
tion; were the same as if they had been 
taken into the stomach. This, and similar 
experiments, doubtless led to the transfu- 
sion of blood from one animal to another, 
the priority of which, like most experiments 
of importance, has been claimed by more 
than one, Some French writers will have 
it, that the subject was spoken of by a Bene- 
dictine friar, some ten years before the 
trial made by Boyle ; but, however, as no 
account was ever published previous to that 
in the Philosophical Transactions, and I 
think a subject so curious could not have 
remained dormant so long, without ingenious 
men taking it up, that the merit ought to 
be bestowed on Wren, as the first who 
conceived the thought, and that Boyle is 
deserving of the credit of having success. 
fully exeeuted it. 

In a pamphlet, published in Paris in 
observes, that he does not 

ispute the priority of the o, — with 
the English, but insiets ther the religious 
Benedictine, (whom I before mentioned,) 
Pére Dom Robert des Gabets, mentioned 
the idea of transfusion, to an assembly of 
learned men, in the year 1658. 

Boyle, in his work on the ‘‘ Usefulness 
of Experimental Philosophy,’ mentions, that 
a Foreign Am or, “ @ curious person, 
at that time residing in London,” called on 
him and informed him, “‘ he had caused 
trial to be made of the infusion of the crocus 
metallorum, upon an inferior domestic of 
his, that deserved to have been hanged ;” 
but, however, this servant was a cunning 
fellow, for as soon as the experiment had 
commenced he pretended to swoon, which 
put a stop to the operation. 

A Frenchman, of the name of Denys, 
first attempted the transfusion of blood into 
the veins of the human subject ; this was 
shortly after repeated in England by Lower 
and King. You will find, however, nume- 
rous accounts of experiments of transfusion 
in dogs, sheep, &c,, in the earlier numbers 
of the Philosophical Transactions, particu- 
larly in Nos. 20, 25, 26. 

mong the miraculous effects said to have 
resulted from 


transfusion, I may mention} 


the following :—An old dog, on 8 
quantity of from a young one, “‘ di 
leap and frisk, whereas he was almost blind 
with age before, and could herdly stir.”* 

A horse, 25 years of age, having received 
the blood of some rams, became en 
Seen more appetite than 
ore, 
A person, dull and sleepy, after being re- 
peatedly bled, received a quantity of the 
vital fluid from a lamb, and immediately be- 
came light, gay, and cheerful. 

A men was cured of an inveterate mad 
ness in three months, by transfusion. 

A spaniel bitch, twelve years old, a little 
while after some blood from a kid had been 
conveyed into her veins, ‘‘ grew vigorous 
and active, and, in less than eight days, even 
proud.” 

Transfusion was strongly recommended by 
many foreign authors, icularly to old 
people, as itis said it would arrest the course 
of their destinies, and defend them from 
death, But Lamy opposed it, on the 
that all internal diseases were caused by the 
impurity of the blood. This opposition gave 
deal of discussion, in which 
Lamy was severely handled. [ 

But the most extravagant idea was that 
advanced by M. Denys, the great supporter 
of the operation of transfusion. “ If wine,” 
says he, ‘ is too bitter, we sweeten it; if 
thick, we are able to refine it; if weak, we 
can make it stronger ; if full-bodied, (gros,) 
we can make it less so; and, in a word, that 
which is spoiled may be corrected by the 
mixture of certain liquors, which are known 
to many, and which they practise every 
day :—So with the blood ; if it be too coarse, 
(grossier,) we can soften it, and render it 
more penetrating ; if too fluid, we can make 
it, less so; if too hot, more temperate; if 
too cold, we can raise its temperature ; and 
all this by means of certain bloods, the par- 
ticular qualities of which are known to those 
who prescribe them.” 

Lamy considered, that the blood of ani- 
mals differed in its p jes, and that 
which was suited to the ox was not fit to 
nourish man. This observation is correct, 
but, however, he carried his ideas so far as 
to suppose, that wool would grow on the 
human body if the blood of sheep had been 
transfused into human veins. “ lt is proper,” 
says he, ‘* that care be taken not to wound 
the soul, by curing the diseases of the body, 
and not to employ a remedy to blunt 
perceptions, aud give to the patient brutal 
inclinations, not at all conformable with his 
nature. For the inclinations follow ordi- 
narily the constitution of our blood, and the 
inequalities which we meet with .in the 
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minds of men, are owing to the diversity 
of their blood, which furnishes them with 
understanding more or less proper to the 
clearaess of perception, and facility of ac- 
quiring knowledge.” 1 conclude,” he 
adds, * that a man who has received the 
blood of an inferior animal in his veins, be- 
comes dull, aud loses his wit, and despoils 
himeelf of his proper inclinations, and puts 
on those of that beast*.” This opinion of 
Lamy’s met with many friends. 1a Bluo- 
dell’s Physiological arches it is said, 
“« When the blood of one genus of animals 
is added in small quantities to that of another 
us, by transfusion, we have reason to 
lieve, in the present state of our kuow- 
, that no dangerous consequences will 
ensue.” 
No subject caused more disputes, or 
greater animosity at the time than transfu- 
sion. Menwere hired by one party, dressed 
grotesquely with fools’ caps on their heads, 
who mounted stages, and vomited forth all 
kinds of abuse on the heads of the unfortu- 
nate Denys, and other physicians who sup- 
ported it. Satirical pamphlets became very 
numerous; among which I may mention 
one entitled ‘* L’Ombre d’Apollon, decou- 
vrante les abus, de cette pretendues. Ma- 
niére de guerir les Maladies par la ‘I'ransfu- 
sion du sang.” 

The wife of a madman requested Denys 
to perform the operation of transfusion on 
her husband, which, being complied with, 
the state of the patient, it is said, was 
greatly improved ; a relapse followed, when 

ion was repeated with the like suc- 
cess. Again the madman fell into his former 
state, and, at the urgent entreaties of the 
wife, Denys was induced a third time to 
transfuse a small quantity of blood into the 
veins of his patient. The result was, that 
on the following morning the man died, and 
the wife refused to permit the body to be 
inspected; and not having the means to 
defray the expences of a funeral, she walked 
the streets of Paris, requesting alms of those 
she met for that purpose. This soon caused 
the death of the individual, with the cir- 
cumstances connected with it, to be noised 
abroad. The enemies to trausfusion had 
now a fine field open to their attacks; they 
weber not this favourable opportunity, 
and many defamatory libels against the 
faculty of medicine follewed. Denys insists 
that the woman was bribed to give false 
evidence concerning the death of her hus- 
band; be that as it may, the case came on 
before ‘* Monsieur le Lieutenant Criminel ” 
in April, 1668, whose sentence was, that 
any Bary performing the operation of 
transfusion, without the proposition having 


* Lettre écrite i Mons. Moreau, par G- 
Lamy, A.M. en l'Université de Paris, 1667. 


been made, received, and approved by the 
Faculty of Medicine, should be sent to 
prison, It appeared subsequently, that the 
woman had administered a dose of arsenic 
to her husband. This affronted the dignity 
of the court physician; a trifling attem 
was made to upset this decision, but 
subject shortly after coming under the con- 
sideration of the Chamber of Deputies, they 
put on such heavy restrictions, that the 
matter became gradually neglected, and, I 
might add, almost forgotton, till revived by 
Dr. Blundell a few years since. I may 
mention here, that in a paper published in 
the Bibliot. Univer., 1 think, in 1821, by 
Provost and Dumas, entitled, ‘‘ Examen du 
Sang et de son Action,”’ &c., some remarks 
are made on transfusion, Their view of the 
subject differs from Dr. Blundell in this 
particular, viz., that the fitness of the blood 
of one animal to the uses of another of a dif- 
ferent species, depends entirely on the 
mation of the globules. 

For instance, if we inject blood with 
circular globules in the vessels of a bird, 
whose blood contains globules of an elliptic 
shape, the animal ordinarily dies; violent 
nervous action coming on, which may be 
compared to what we observe when active 
poisons have been administered. They 
conclude, that tranfusion on man ought to 
be condemned as absurd and dangerous, till 
we have a better knowledge of the active 
principles of the blood. 

Joun 
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To Bexsamin Harrison, Esq. 


Sitr,—In addressing these few lines to 
you, permit me to assure you, that | am 
actuated “By no unworthy motive; nothing 
but a sincere regard for your reputation, 
and a sense of justice, impels me to trespass 
on your atfention, 

For more than a quarter of a century, 
Sir, as Treasurer, — had the pry 
tion of the executive of Guy's Hospital, and 
it is only due to you to acknowledge, that 
on no occasion have you been wanting in 
the adoption of any means calculated to ad- 
vance the interests of the school connected 
with that institution ; so strenuous and un- 
remitting, indeed, have been your exertions, 
that some have had the audacity even ‘to 
imagine, that you participate in the profits 
arising from it, a supposition which, whe- 
ther founded in truth or not, it is not my 
present purpose to inquire; though I may 
remark, that it is probably owing to the 

culiar nature of the government of Guy’s 


ospital, as it at present exists, that such 
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idea should haye obtained currency ; for 


/ though professing to be under the direction 


of sixty Governors, it is notorious that 
‘ou, as Treasurer, nominate those Govern- 

, and that, from the first moment of 
taking the office, up to the present, you have 
exercised the most absolute and irresponsi- 
ble control over the funds and officers of 
the establishment ; aud 1 sincerely believe, 


.that one of the highest objects of your am- 


bition, with which, perchance, some feeling 
of interest may mingle, is to advance the 
school of Guy's Hospital beyond every 
other in this metropolis, Now, Sir, I am 
willing to admit that such a feeling is laud- 
able, provided, in the endeavour to attain 
gow object, there be no violation of an 
y owed to any similar institution. It 
& peculiarity in the will of Mr. Guy, that 
nominal governors of his Hospital should 
chosen from amongst the governors of 
St. Thomas’s, and, therefore, even you, the 
despotic ruler of Guy’s, were necessarily a 
oo of St. Thomas’s before you could 
the regal chair of Guy’s, You are still 
@ governor of St. Thomas's, and not only a 
rnor, but yourself and brother are mem- 
of the Committee of St. Thomas's as 
well; not merely members, but active, very 
active, in your interference in every ques- 


tion involving the prosperity of the Hospi- | ture 


tal, or the interests of the school connected 
with it! 
So long, Sir, as the two Hospitals of St. 
and Guy were united, no great ob- 
jection could, perhaps, be fairly made to 
the governors of the latter interfering with 
the management of the former. The rela- 
tive position, however, of the two Hospitals 
has,qwitbin the last five years, been eatirely 
changed; they are no longer united ; nay, 
more, they in consequence of their se- 
parate sc , in direct opposition to each 
Other, and whatever tends to advance the 
success of one, must n diminish 
the ity of the other. 
ou, Sir, who have so often been known 
to declare, that the success of Guy's school 
is dear to you as the apple of your eye,—I 
say you, Sir, by this disunion of the two 
Hospitals, must have found yourself placed 
in a peculiarly delicate position, filling, as 
you do, the avomalous situations of sole di- 
rector of the destinies of your own darling 
tling, and member of the Committee 
the management of its opponent! Here, 
then, I must confess my surprise, that it 
mever suggested itself to your delicacy, 
honour, or your honesty, that it was 
out of the ordinary course of Nature to sup- 
pose, that, thus situated, you could admi- 
Bister equal justice to both. J do not know 
whether you may chance to be a chess 
ayer, but if you are, and have ever at- 


to play the right hand sgainat the 


left, you will veedily understand how dif- 
ficult it is to abstain prejudice in favour 
of one or the other. ‘The scriptures, too, 
tell us, that a man cannot serve two mas- 
ters: ** You cannot serve God and Mam- 
mon ;” and 1 take the liberty of telling you, 
that you cannot, even giving you credit for 
the purest intentions, fulfil your duty im- 
tially, towards the opponent schools of 
t. Thomas's and Guy’s Hospitals. The line 
of condyct which, being so situated, you 
ought to pursue, appears to me to be so clear- 
ly marked out, that I can only account for 
your not having adopted it, by believing that 
you still continue to intermeddle with the 
affairs of St. Thomas’s, in the hope of lessens 
ing the prosperity of its schoo! through the 
paltry means of harassing its officers by 
vexatious legislation, and thus endeavour- 
ing to afford an indirect occasion for triumph 
to that of Guy’s, with which you are so 
nearly and dearly allied. Anxious, then, to 
rescue your fair fame from the slightest 
breathing of suspicion, 1 cannot take leave 
of you without suggesting the propriety 
of yourself and brother (in case cannot 
absolve yourselves from your office of go. 
— of St. heuer. altogether) with- 
wing yourselves taking any part in 
the direction of that institution fot the fu- 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
ScruTaTor. 
P.S. Should the advice I have thought it 
my duty to offer to you, not he followed, I 
shall have the honour of addressing you 
more at large on the subject. 


ST, THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 
DROPSY OF ont RIGHT OVARY. 


Sarnau Ketxy, 38 years of age, a woman 
of emaciated appearance and sullow com- 
was admitted into Dorcas Ward, 
No. 11, on the 30th of April. “Is married, 
and has had eight children, states that about 
ten months ago, soon after confinement for 
her last child, she first perceived a small 
swel.ing on the right ilise region, about the 
size of ah orange, which did not cause ber 
much inconvenience until about seven 
months since, when it became painful on 
pressure, especially low down on the left 
side, which was harder than at, gny other 
part. The swelling has been gradually in- 
eecteing = size ever since, and now occupies 
nearly the whole of the abdomen. Fluctua- 
tion is very evident, but the fluid is appa- 
tently contained in separate cysts, as there 


are slight elevations at some paris, espe- 
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ANEURISM. 


cially at the leftepigastric region. ‘There is 
an eruption of of a livid brown 
colour on the inside of each thigh; legs 
slightly edematous; and small, condi- 
tioned ulcers on the right ankle and foot; 
urine very scanty; menstruation regular, 
but has a sanguineous discharge from the 
vagina in the intervals. Conjunctiva of eye 
loaded with bile; appetite good; bowels 
relaxed; says her stools are of a very light 
colour. Breath not affected; ‘and can lie 
flat on the bed, 
pressible ; ordered to apply a blister to 


of squills, one grain. 
Ext. of opium, § of a grain, 
every six hours. Meat daily. 
oN Pain not so severe. Has passed a 


immediately, and to be 
hours after. Twelve 

men. She became gradually worse, uatil six 
ia the afternoon, when she expired, | 


| bed during the dey-time, 


the , even, indeed, by walking 


3487 
Patches of inflammation were found over 


tained one large eyst about the size of s 
crieket-ball, situeted at the lower part, and 
several smaller ones at different parts filled 
with fluids of various consistence; some 
a. others more liquid, the uterus and 
ovary were perfectly healthy, as were 
of the ‘pleore tho 
ions of the 8 to the 
pleura costalis on each side. But the sub- 
stance of lungs healthy, and nothing further 
perceived in the thorax different from what 
is usually observed in health. The brain 
was not examined. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, 


ANFURISM OF THE THORACIC AORTAs 


Insatty wt, 44, tall, slender, and 


of a dark complexion, was admitted into 
Rahere’s Back Ward, under the care of 


i 
i 


€.; 


until May 15, in 
sionally, for many weeks t 
tient felt much better, and 


i 


not venture to leave the hospital, as 


ried, and he felt worse. Long before death 
the tumour disappeared, but the pulsation 
wes still felt, and the absorption of part of 
the vertebrae end the ribs distinctly appa- 


rent. About nine o'clock in 


May 15, while in bed and conversing with his 
wife, who stood by his bed » he said he 
must to the water closet, but that he 
should first take two or three turns in the 
ward. He got up, walked backwards and 
forwards a little, and then retired to the 

obtain the 


closet. In the actof straining to obtai 


the whole of the peritoneum, lining the 7 
parietes of the abdomen, with several de- ; 
| posits of lymph, and greater ee 
| usual of the peritoneel covering of the in- 
| testines. The ovarian cyst wes of large ‘ 
size, lying loosely in the abdomen, and oris 
|gineting by rather @ small peduncle, the f 
lining membrane highly vascular. It q 
- Blue pill, six grains. 4 
88, rather more full. Bowels have been} 3 
moved ouly once. Tongue rather white. 9 
Appetite pretty good. Half apm ounce of : 
castor oil if required to-morrow morning. 
2. Slept comfortably. Has not so much 
Hat obtained but 
4. Has obtained but little sleep from pain i 
| of the abdomen, tenderness of the abdomen — a 
on pressuse ot fewer part. Puleo 106,) 
but compressible. Bowels open 
ongue white; gums rather — 
appetite. Arrow root, sago, syrup. 
Sixteen leeches to the abdomen. 
6. Has slept well, and is free from pain.| Mr. Lawrence, July 11, 1828, iabouring 
Abdomen not diminished in size. Bowels| under aneurism of the thoracic aorta. The 
freely purged. Tongue white. Pulse 106, | aneurism was on the left side, and opposite 
less sharp. Gums more sore. Dr. Roots|the two last dorsal vertebre. The pulsa- 
ordered her to be tapped. tion on admission, and ever afterwards, was 
a 8. Still going on well. Bowels open. | perfectly distinct, thoegh the tumour never 
Pulse 100, soft. Was tapped this day by |imereased to any very considerable size. 
: Mr. Tyrrell, and thirteen quarts of thin fluid | A ‘ 
drawn off, | senna, coloey 3 
9. Has passed a restless night, and com- { 
plains much of pain in the abdomen this) j 
pan morning. Ordered by the apothecary éo take | year. 
of— ogetber, t 
ed, Tincture of opium, five minims. 
out in an effervescing draught every three hours. ; 
. for Eighteen leeches to be applied to 
nal! abdomen. 
3 Pain still severe over the whole 
| abdomen, and great tenderness on pressure ; | 
ges with frequent vomiting. ‘Tongue white.| 
Pulse 118, very small. 
ther Submuriate of mercury, five grains. i 
ha Extract of opium, half a grain. j 
pies 
tua- 
ppa- 
bere 
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evacuation, he felt a slight pain in the chest, 
which was immediately followed by a spit- 
ting of blood. He then made his appear- 
ance again in the ward, spitting blood pro- 
fusely, and evidently very ill. By the assist- 
ance of the sister he walked to bis bedside, 
but refused to sit down upon it, saying, i! 
he did, he should be choaked. He leant 
— her shoulder, continuing to vomit 
» (for the spitting soon increased to 
vomiting,) and, im less than ten minutes, 
sunk upon the bed lifeless. 
A few days previous to his death, he com- 
ined of being much worse, and requested 
the nurse to send for the dresser, as he 
thought himself dying. When the dresser 
arrived, he found the pulse quicker than 
usdal, and the patient certainly not so well 
es when be had before seen him, but without 
indication of approaching dissolution 
ym ie him on leaving, from the 
‘smell, and some otber circumstances, that 
athe unfortunate man must have been tak- 
ing spirits. ‘The nurse .accordingly made 
a search, and ina kind of secret drawer 
within the locker for keeping bread and 
little articles of patients, placed at the bed’s 
head of each persou in the wards, ske found 
a greet number of eggs, and a wine-bottle 
half full of gin. She was then informed by 
some. persons in the same ward, that be had 
Jately been eating eggs, and was almost, if 
not altogether intoxicated a day or two 


Post-Mortem Examination. 


_ Mr. Lawrence examined the body on the 
following morning at seven, a.m. It was a 
large aneurismal sac of the aorta, bebind the 
lesser musele of the diaphragm, and 
site the two last dorsal vertebra. It hed 
Durst into the left lung, and thus oceasioned 
suffocation. The intervertebral substence 
of the vertebra was absorbed to the seme 
extent as the vertebra, which wes very con- 
siderable. The attachment of the lest rib 
to the vertebrae was wholly, and that of the 
next to it almost wholly removed by absorp- 
tion. ‘The absorbed surfaces of the vertebra 
were smoother than usual. In the posterior 
part of the sac were large cakes of coagula 
marking the spontaneous curative process, 
In parts of the sac, and in parts of the aorta, 
there were patches of ossific matter. 

Several ovnces of fluid escaped from 
within the theca vertebralis. There was 

filtration of the arachnoid membrane of the 
‘brain, and a slight quantity of water was 
found in the ventricles. ‘he organ, how- 
ever, was heulthy, 


CLIMATE OF EGYPT.—CORRESPONDENTS. 


“CLIMATE OF EGYPT. 

Dr. Pariser, a Fiench physician, who 
has been residing for several months in 
Egypt, for the purpose of making observa- 
tions on the climate, gives it as his opinion, 
that the notion generally entertained of the 
insalubrity of that country is erroneously 
founded. He considers Egypt as, in reality, 
a very healthy country, and that the air is 
only vitiated in some parts by the absolute 
want of the most simple sanitary measures, 
The carcases of animals, for instance, are 
every where abandoned to putrefaction, even, 
indeed, in the very centres of the most po- 
pulous towns. He states that he ascer- 
tained, during his residence at Assouan, 
that the plague is not endemicel in Nubia, 
and that the disease so termed, is only a spe- 
cies of intermittent fever, 


LITERARY INTELLIGENCE. 

Dr. Townssxp of Dublin, has nearly 
ready a translation of M, Andral’s work on 
Pathology, having, by an arrangement with 
the French publisher, received the sheets as 
they came from the press. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
Communications have been received from 
Mr. Cosgreave—Mr. Head—X.—An Un- 
fortunate Sufferer—Mr. J. Daly—Mr. T. 
Williams— Mr. 8. Hood—Mr. Adams—Mr. 
H. Rowe—Dr. Grattan—Necessitas—Mr. 
A. Delomel. 


There is no law to prevent Necessites 
from practising as a surgeon, in any part of 
England, even if he have no di from 
the College of Surgeons. 

A Junior Subscriber. Time, two years, 
Expense, with rigid economy, about two 
hundred pounds, The “ proper steps” 
we cannot wel) explain in this place. 

We thank *‘ An Admirer of The Lancet,” 
for his candid and temperate letter. His 
name and address would be acceptable. 

Mr. Craig. Malt liquor, The effects 
the practice he mentions are so various on 
different persons, that it is impossible to 
give any aati general explanation. 

Jas. F. C. Medical Botany, edited by 
Dr. Stephenson and Mr. J, M. Churchill, is 
now published by Mr. Tilt, 58, Fleet-street. 
The work bas received, and merits, general 
encouragement. Mz. Stophens‘a veply 

If we were to insert Mr. "sre 
to his ass ofa reviewer, thousands would 
then read what has only now been seen by 
some hundred and fifty persons. Mr. Ste- 
phens ought not to be annoyed by the vapid 
trash of such a stupid animal. 

We should like to address a private note 
to Toddle Pry, 


